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| UNDAY-. school workers value The 
Suniley- School ‘Times: not caly: Sor. ite 
regular lesson helps and special articles on 
Sunday-school ere —_ for the 
suggestions as to better recor er equip- 
ment, and thoroughly sound books ‘that are 
| given in the Times advertising columns. It 
will pay to read the advertisements in 
each issue. 





























A Testimony 


By Mary Edith Underwood 


ECAUSE I believe, I know I belong; 
I say it in prose, and I sing it in song. 
When He opened my eyes to the vileness 
within, 
God showed me, in mercy, His cure for all 


sin. 

So I simply believed that He meant what 
He said, 

And rose from my knees as one from the 
dead, 

No longer my own, — because born from 
above, — 

Now a = of His grace and a child of His 
ove. 


“| Don’t Believe in Creeds “’ 


There is a popular superstition that 
we need not believe in any creed. Those 
who pride themselves on having no creed 
do not realize that they are accepting a 
superstition. For every one has a creed, 
— especially those who say they have none. 
Their creed is that they have no creed; 
their deep-seated belief is that they believe 
nothing. A Y. M. C. A. worker recently 
said to an earnest Christian woman, “I 
don’t believe in the creeds.” Quietly she 
replied: “But what do you do with the 
facts?” True Christian creeds are always 


based on facts, never on opinions or the- 
ories. It is a fact, for example, that Jesus 
Christ lived here on earth, that he died on 
the cross, and that he died there “for our 
sins according to the scriptures,” God hav- 
ing laid our sins upon him, and that on 
the third day God raised him from the 
dead. It is also a fact that this Christ 
was and is the only begotten Son of God 
and the only Saviour of men. God, who 
cannot lie, tells us these facts. They are 
facts whether we believe them or not. 
Insane people ignore facts. and live in a 
world of fancy —their creeds are based 
on imagination. Spiritually insane people 
deny spiritual facts, and God says of them: 
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is 
no God” (Psa. 14:1). So that is the fool’s 
creed — “There is no God.” The Chris- 
tian’s creed is, “I believe in God, and in 
all that he tells me in his Word.” Which 
is our creed? 


7 
The Peace Garden 


Men love to try their hands at what 
only God’s hand can do. Men are prone 
to think that their way is better than God’s. 
So men’s failures have strewn the cen- 
turies. An outstanding failure yet never- 
ending attempt of men is that of world- 
peace without God. The brilliant young 
British Foreign Secretary, Captain An- 
thony Eden, recently proposed larger plans 
than ever for a successful League of 
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Nations, which some one has jokingly 
called the “Garden of Eden.” Since then 
Germany has scrapped another man-made 
covenant and world war looms again. But 
one of the latest projects to help bring 
peace among men is called the International 
Peace Garden, Incorporated. It was first 
sponsored by the National Association of 
Gardens, and it is developing a beautiful 
tract of land. at the center of the North 
American continent, some 2,200 acres on 
the boundary between Canada and. the 
United States, one half donated by Mani- 
toba and one half by North Dakota. This 
is being made into a beautiful garden hon- 
oring the century of unbroken friendship 
between Canada and the United States, — 
for which we are all profoundly thankful, 
—as a testimonial to “a sublime human 
sentiment, international peace and good 
will.” Its organizers are “inspired by the 
hope of an earthly. brotherhood among 
men.” While such an ideal is a worthy 
one, and the sincere spirit of this movement 
must be respected, yet we know that there 
is only one garden that can ever bring 
permanent and world-wide peace among 
men—the Garden of Gethsemane.. Peace 
between men and God and thereby, eventu- 
ally, between men and men, was made pos- 
sible when the Son of God and Son of man 
prayed to the Father, in the garden, “Not 
my will, but thine, be done.” Every peace 
movement that leaves out. Christ as Sav- 
iour, Lord, and coming King, is bound to 
fail. “For he is our peace” (Eph. 2: 14). 
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The Debtor's Chain 


metallic ring and swish of chains — 

the unmistakable evidence of crime 
or debt in Ethiopia, for chains are used 
for no other purpose by the natives in this 
historical land. A criminal is chained to 
a relative or close friend of the one against 
whom the offense was committed. A: debtor 
has an iron band pounded around his wrist, 
to which a chain is fastened, and the 
other end of the chain is held in the left 
hand or locked around the wrist of the 
creditor. Where the creditor goes —be it 
to feast or war —the debtor must follow. 


Creat Clank! Clank! The dead 


-The creditor’s will and desire is relent- 


lessly forced upon the debtor until such 





This is the second of three editorials by Har- 
old B. Street, of the Sudan Interior Mission in 
Ethiopia: It is a remarkable coincidence that 
Mr. Street was imprisoned a few months ago 
by a local official because he refused to leave 
his post in time of danger. He was soon re- 
leased. 


time as the debt is paid by some relative 
or a surety provided. The creditor is, 
seemingly, neither inconvenienced or em- 
barrassed by the chain, but the debtor is 
having heaped upon him infamy, disgrace, 
and shame as he meets friends and ac- 
quaintances from day to day. 

The apostle Payl, sitting in his prison 
cell, presumably shortly before his mar- 
tyrdom, writes to Timothy: “The Lord 
give mercy unto the house of Onesiphorus ; 
for he .. . was not ashamed of my chain” 
(2 Tim. 1:16). Here was a little-known, 
unheralded servant of our Lord who 
brought a joy and satisfaction to the heart 
of the intrepid missionary, Paul, and who 
went about “bringing profit,’ the literal 
significance of his name. 

In this day when freedom and independ- 
ence are claimed by every citizen, we sel- 
dom stop to consider how much we are in 


bondage to social custom, economic prece-.. 
dence, political polity, or physical appear-. 
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ance. Chains are clinking in America 
today as well as in Ethiopia, although prob- 
ably seen by few eyes and inaudible to 
the average ear. In-a very real sense, all 
men are slaves—slaves to the prevailing 
institutions and conventions of man. Speak- 
ing in the realm of the spiritual, did not 
our Lord very pointedly imply universal 
bondage when he said: “No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the ohe, and despise the other. 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 
6:24). Since we are unmistakably chained, 
is it not time, dear Christian, that we 
determine the shop of the chain’s forging? 
Are the links pride, jealousy, deceitfulness, 
selfishness, fretfulness, murmuring, despair ; 
or are they love, grace, fellowship, faith, 
confidence, praise, joy? “Therefore, breth- 
ren, we are debtors not to the flesh, to 
live after the flesh. For if ye live after 
the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, 
ye shall live. For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God” (Rom. 8: 12-14). 

While the Christian has been redeemed 
(loosed) by the precious blood of the Lord 
Jesus, who was his surety, yet, in a glorious 
sense, “ye are Christ’s ; and Christ is God’s” 
(1 Cor. 3:23), for “ye are not your own, 








Coming Next Week — 


Another Story 
by the Author of 


“The Ruby in the City Dump” 




















VERYBODY thought that nine-year- 

old Billy was dull, so he came to think 
so, too. He used to say, hopelessly, “I 
can’t learn, I’m not smart.” The other 
children teased him, and he felt lonely. He 
carried a bright red lunch box, which he 
said his father had painted for him, “cause 
I’m his boy,” and he never would let it 
get out of his sight. 


Billy had heard of a Bible class the 
other children went to, and he had a secret 
longing to go, but his shyness kept him 
away. Finally he went, and then something 
happened to him. Just what happened will 
be told in next week’s issue of the T1rmes 
by the teacher of that class. 


The teacher was Mrs. Evelyn McClusky, 
who not only has a remarkable gift for 
understanding and reaching the hearts of 
children and young people, but who knows 
how to tell a story. Last summer the 
TrMEs published an article and two stories 
by her, and it seems safe to say that the 
story called “The Ruby in the City Dump” 
aroused more interest than any other single 
contributed article published in the Times 
last year. In December the Times quoted 
a letter from the mother of an invalid son, 
telling how they had both been brought 
back to God by that story. 


Next week’s issue will be the Easter 
Number, and “The Red Lunch Box” has 
a touching and appropriate message for 
the Easter season. 
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for ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6: 
19, 20). “For he that is called in the Lord, 
being a servant,.is the Lord’s freeman: 
likewise also he that is called, being free, 
is Christ’s servant” (1 Cor. 7:22). Paul 
delighted in calling himself the slave or 
servant of Christ, or reminding men of be- 
ing in His bonds. Slave and bond are 
from the same original word (deo), which 
means “to bind.” Paul was bound to the 
Lord, not by the irons of compulsion, but 
by a constraining love and matchless grace 
that was stronger than the strongest chain 
ever forged. 


Because of that mighty chain, he was 
bound eternally to his Surety, or Creditor, 
and hence obliged to obey unhesitatingly 
His will. And what was the will of his 
Surety? “The Lord is . .. not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). Was 
it any wonder that Paul was unremitting 
in his effort to win the lost, and unceasing 
in his prayer “that God would open unto 
us a door of utterance, to speak the mys- 
tery of Christ, for which I am also in 
bonds”? (Col. 4:3.) Because he was 
bound to the will of Christ, his burning 
urge was to get the Gospel out despite the 
fact that it cost him the experience of 
being “in labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, 
in deaths oft” (2 Cor. 11:23). In writing 
to the brethren at Philippi, there was no 
evidence that he was ashamed or sorry to 
be “chained” to the Lord Jesus, for he 
wrote, “My bonds in Christ are manifest 
in all the palace” (Phil. 1:13). As he 
writes to the saints at Rome, “I am not 
ashamed of the gospel” (being chained to 
the will of God, which is to make known 
redemption through the shed blood of the 
Lord Jesus), what a jubilant triumph we 
can almost hear in his voice! And right 
up to his death, there was no stigma or 
remorse because of his “chains.” In his 
old age, he writes to Timothy: “For the 
which cause I also suffer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I 
know whom I have believed, and am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him” (2 Tim. 1: 
12). 

It cost Paul something to be chained 
to the Lord Jesus. It will cost us some- 
thing, cost us dearly, to be chained to 
Christ, especially if we are as faithful as 
Paul in calling attention to that chain. If 
we would have ciose fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus, the world will soon point fin- 
gers of scorn and reproach at us and ex- 
claim, “This man was also with Him!” 
Christ was never ashamed to be seen with 
his disciples, but some disciples are ashamed 
to be identified with their Lord. “Yet if 
any man suffer as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed; but let him glorify God 
on this behalf” (1 Pet. 4:16). The true 
Christian has an anchor. that keeps him 
in the most boisterous billows of persecu- 
tion. ‘We both labour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God” (1 
Tim. 4:10). “If ye be reproached for the 
name of Christ, happy are ye; for the 
spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 
you: on their part he is evil spoken of, 
but on your part he is glorified” (1 Pet. 
4:14). 

Onesiphorus was not ashamed of Paul’s 
chain, and it brought encouragement to 
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the great apostle’s heart. Paul was not 
ashamed of the Lord’s “chain,” and it must 
have satisfied the heart of the Crucified 
One. “Wherefore Jesus also, that he 
might sanctify the people with his own 
blood, suffered without the gate. Let us 
go forth therefore unto him without the 
camp, bearing his reproach” (Heb. 13: 
12, 13). 

The old Jewish law provided that a 
slave be set free at the end of the sixth 
year of service. He was to be well pro- 
vided fer out of the master’s abundance. 
But if the servant refused to go, choosing 
rather to stay. with his master, Jehovah’s 
instructions to the headman were, “Then 
thou shalt take an aul, and thrust it through 
his ear unto the door, and he shall be 
thy servant forever” (Deut. 15:17). Let 
us never more be ashamed of being 
“chained” to our Lord, but may we pray 
with Bishop Moule: 

My glorious Victor, Prince Divine, ' 
asp these surrendered hands in Thine; 


At length my will is all Thine own, 
Glad vassal of a Saviour’s throne. — 


My..Master, lead me to Thy door; © 
Pierce this now willing ear once more: 

Thy bonds are freedom; let: me stay 
With Thee, to toil, endure, obey. 


Yes, ear’ and hand, and thought and will, 
Use all in Thy dear slavery still 

Self’s weary liberties I cast ; 
Beneath Thy feet; there keep them fast. 


Tread them still down; and then I know, 
These hands shall with Thy gifts o’erflow; 
And pierced ears shall hear the tone 
Which tells me Thou and I are one. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Stealing The S. S. T. 


Front page news for THE Sunpay 
ScHoot Times will be seen on page one 
of the Chicago Daily News enclosed. We 
are thanking God that the Times was used 
of God to preach righteousness to many 
thousands through this item. Was the 
“thief” a .conscience-stricken saint or sinner, 
or just a nominal church worker who 
thought to do evil that good might come? 
Let us pray for the conversion or restora- 
tion of the guilty one, and for, many to 
whom God may have spoken through the 

‘ article—A Chicago reader. 


Other readers from various parts of the 
United States, and different friends in and 
about Philadelphia, mailed or handed the 
same front-page newspaper item to mem- 
bers of the Times staff. It was sent out 
by the Associated Press from South Bend, 
Indiana, and was given prominent position 
in metropolitan and other dailies. The news 
item read as follows: 


Sunpay ScHoot LEsson 
StoLeN From Lrprary 

South Bend, Ind., Feb. 8—The youth 
who stole tomorrow’s Sunday school les- 
son from the Sunday School Times, a 
weekly magazine on file at the South 
Bend public library, may be proficient 
in class tomorrow morning, but he or 
she will have to do considerable recon- 
ciling of conscience. 

“Jesus Insists on Righteousness,” hap- 
pens to be the subject of tomorrow’s les- 
son, according to Miss Ethel G. Baker, 
librarian. 

The theft was discovered Friday. 
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A Nation-Wide Revival of Sound Teacher Training 


A standard course, which gives the Bible first place, and which 
is being taught in sixty-four institutes, colleges, and seminaries 


By Clarence H. Benson 








“When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him” 
(Isa. 59: 19). 


HIS prophetic utterance may well be 
applied to the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, which under 
God has been raised up to stem a great 
wave of crime and apostasy that threatens 
to engulf the nation. The standard-bearers 
are a growing group of Christian educa- 
tional institutions; and the uplifted stand- 
ard is a wider and better knowledge of 
the Bible, the woeful ignorance of which 
competent authorities tell us is the real 
cause for America’s present plight. 

While the curricula of most. religious 
schools contain the Bible, the E. T. T. A. 
schools have given it first place in their 
program and emphasis and have banded 
together, not only to certify to the public 
their deep interest and concern for Chris- 
tian education, but to provide unparalleled 
training for men and women to teach the 
Bible. 


One Thousand Diplomas Awarded 


The annual meeting recently held in 
Chicago in conjunction with the Moody 
Centenary and the Moody Bible Institute 
Jubilee disclosed the fact that in the few 
years of its existence the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association has already 
awarded one thousand teachers’ diplomas, 
and has at present enrolled in its Standard 
Training Course a large part of the stu- 
dent body of sixty-four Bible institutes, 
colleges, and seminaries, while more than 
five thousand Sunday school teachers of 
local churches are now receiving instruc- 
tion in the Preliminary Training Course. 


Students’ manuals for the latter course” 


have been translated into the Korean lan- 
guage, and similar action is planned for 
a training movement in Japan and China. 
Request also has been made for a Ger- 
man translation. Information regarding 
the Association has already circled the 
globe, and in a recent issue of The Sunday 
School Advancer of South Africa several 
pages were devoted to its work. 

The membership of the Association thus 
far has been confined largely to the lead- 
ing Bible institutes of the United States 
and Canada, but this year a movement was 
started for the enlistment of all Christian 
colleges that are desirous of having their 
graduates engaged in the teaching minis- 
try. A report of the special committee 
appointed to draw up a plan for modify- 
ing the Standard Training Course so that 
it could be more easily adjusted to our 
colleges and seminaries was given by Pro- 
fessor Eavey of Wheaton College. The 
report, which was adopted, reads as fol- 
lows: 


1. It is recommended that a series of 
articles dealing with the subject of 
teacher training in the colleges be writ- 
ten and published in THe Sunpay 


“The solution of your church and 
Sunday school problems can also be 
found in this practical, God-honored 
course.” This was the opinion, ex- 
pressed at the recent annual meeting 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training 
Association, of one pastor who has had 
opportunity to see actual results in five 
churches. But this was not all he said, 
for he tabulated eight definite results, 
given in this article, showing what the 
Preliminary Training Course has done 
in three churches in his own town. 
Many other encouraging reports are 
quoted by Mr. Benson, who is the 
Director ofthe Christian Education 
Course at Moody Bible Institute and 
Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. 

All is not right with the world, but 
God is in Heaven. In this crime-ridden 
nation, with the wolves of Communism 
and Fascism leering over the horizon, 
this growing Teacher Training Associ- 
ation is standing as a bulwark against 
the tides of evil, as it is producing 
efficient ecg grag know how to 
give young peo ood working 
knowledge of the Bible yr lead them 
into the glorious light of the Gospel. 








ScHooL TiMEs, and in other periodicals 
as the occasion might seem advisable. 


2. It is recommended that a small pam- 
phlet, dealing with the need and oppor- 
tunities of teacher training on a college 
level, be printed for distribution among 
colleges and students for colleges, par- 
ticularly those colleges which are affili- 
ated with the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association. 

3. It is recommended that affiliated 
colleges which are training teachers may 
well substitute courses in child study, 
methods, and Bible for the requirements 
of the Standard Training Course. This 
would necessitate only that such insti- 
tutions make provision for the teaching 
of Sunday School Administration, Per- 
sonal Evangelism, and of Missions in 
order that their students might qualify 
for the diploma. 


New Members of the Association 


Eight schools applied for active member- 
ship in the Association, and their names 
were sent to the co-operating schools for 
approval. The Rev. M. DeWitt Safford 
of Pittsburgh presented the application of 
the Keystone School of the Bible, which 
opened its doors February 18 for the ex- 
press training of the teaching ministry of 
the Church. Mr. Safford spoke enthusi- 
astically of the splendid support that had 
already been accorded the movement and 
of the large possibilities for such a school 
in Pittsburgh. The new member schools 
are as follows: 


American Home Bible Institute, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 

Bible Institute of Washington, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Florida Bible Institute, Tampa, Fla. 

Henderson Bible School, Henderson, 
Neb. 

Keystone School of the Bible, Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

Millar Memorial Bible Institute, Pam- 
brun, Sask., Can. 

Northwestern Evangelical Seminary, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Prairie Bible Institute, Three Hills, 
Alta., Can. 


The growth of the Association made it 
seem wise to enlarge the executive com- 
mittee. Dr. Elbert L. McCreery, Dr. Wil- 
liam B. Riley, and the Rev. Dixon A, 
Burns were elected to this office. The 
committee is now fairly representative: 
Dr. R. C. McQuilkin of Columbia Bible 
College being in the Southeast; Dr. Lew 
Wade Gosnell of the Bible Institute of 
Pennsylvania in the Northeast, Dr. Elbert 
L. McCreery of the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles in the West; the Rev. Clarence 
H. Benson of the Moody Bible Institute 
in the central part; the Rev. Dixon A. 
Burns of the Toronto Bible College in 
Canada, while Dr. J. Oliver Buswell of 
Wheaton College represents the colleges, 
and Dr. William B. Riley, of the North- 
western Bible and Missionary Training 
School, the seminaries. 


Preparing Orthodox Textbooks 


Dr. F. W. Mays of the Kansas City 
Bible College was named to take the place 
of the Rev. C. V. Miller on the textbook 
committee, The chairman of the textbook 
committee, the Rev. R. A. Forrest of the 
Toccoa Falls Institute, presented data that 
he had tabulated from questionnaires sent 
out to the various schools inquiring as to 
present needs and suggestions for suitable 
textbooks. In the discussion that followed 
attention was called to the fact that the 
problem of securing orthodox textbooks 
was one reason why the Association had 
been called into existence, and it was hoped 
that the support of the large number of 
schools now composing the Association: 
would be an incentive for competent writers 
to prepare the necessary texts. Announce- 
ment was made that Miss Edna Gray 
Johnson, for many years teacher of Bible 
Story Telling at the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, was now preparing a text for this 
subject, and that Professor C. Benton 
Eavey of Wheaton College is similarly en- 
gaged in writing a much needed text for 
Pedagogy. The subject of textbooks 
proved so interesting that it was made the 
special topic for the discussion at the next 
annual meeting, which will be held in Chi- 
cago in connection with the Moody Cen- 
tenary. 

At the dinner that had been especially 
arranged for the members of the Associa- 
tion, C, A. Boyle of Detroit was introduced 
as “the grand old man of the Association.” 
Mr. Boyle, who is eighty-three years old, 
has been actively engaged in furthering 
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teacher training in Detroit through the 
organization and conducting of classes in 
different localities. Dr. Gosnell of Phila- 
delphia, Dr. McCreery of Los Angeles, and 
Dr. Riley of Minneapolis, representatives 
of the charter schools of the Association, 
were also called upon to speak. 


Present-Day Ignorance of the Bible 


Through the courtesy of the Moody Bible 
Institute six representatives of the Asso- 
ciation were invited to participate in the 
Jubilee and Centenary program. Some of 
them at the last minute were unavoidably 
prevented from being present, but from the 
manuscripts of their addresses it has been 
possible to reproduce most of the pro- 
gram. 

The Place of the Bible in Teacher Train- 
ing was the subject assigned to Dr. Mc- 
Creery. He pointed out that, according 
to the first law of teaching, the teacher 
must know that which he would teach and, 
therefore it was incumbent upon every in- 
structor in the Sunday school to have a 
thorough knowledge of the Bible. It is 
a_ significant fact that so many Presi- 
dents of the United States have recorded 
their testimonies to the Bible. This is 
especially true of Calvin Coolidge, who 
made so many references to the Word of 
God in his later writings, of which per- 
haps the most significant statement was, 
“In this book will be found the solution 
to all the problems of the world.” 

Mr. Burns of Toronto, in speaking on 
The Place of Methods in Teacher Train- 
ing, said: “There was a day when a 
preacher could take it for granted that his 
audience knew the Bible — its historical 
and poetical books, its main messages. 
That day has gone. If in our campaigns 
for evangelism we are finding it increas- 
ingly difficult to win men and women to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, a great deal of the 
blame must be placed at the door of our 
modern Sunday school. What is to be- 
come of our civilization, and what hope 
has the Church for the generations yet 
unborn, if we know not the Word of God? 

“This is a teacher training association 
with the emphasis upon the teacher. It 
was only my privilege once to hear Marion 
Lawrance, and I shall never forget the 
pithy statement he made, ‘The teacher is 
the hinge upon which the Sunday school 
swings.’ Our association is in the train- 
ing business, and after understanding God’s 
Word the teacher must be able to fit it 
into the lives of the pupils for their grow- 
ing needs. A lock is a very interesting 
thing, but every locksmith understands it is 
perfectly useless unless it has been fitted 
into a door and made to work. All the 
knowledge of the Bible we have — of what 
value is it unless we are able to fit it into 
the lives of boys and girls and men and 
women? A great deal concerning God’s 
ways with man is lost because the teacher 
does not know how to apply it and fit 
it into the lives of the pupils. It is the 
business of this association to help Sunday 
school teachers and officers over that stile. 

“The teacher ought to be trained pro- 
fessionally, from a pedagogic point of view. 
He ought to know his task, to be prepared 
as a teacher. He must understand his 
pupils, not only with a view of understand- 
ing their natures, but he must get the Bible 
across to them. A great deal of Bible 
teaching does not get over at all, simply 
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because of the teacher’s ignorance of child 
life. If we are going to get our message 
across we shall have to understand our 
boys and girls. 

“Teaching the Bible is not the ultimate 
end of Christian education. The ultimate 
end of Christian education is the teaching 
of the Bible so as to produce the kind 
of lives that will be well pleasing unto 
God. Don’t stop with the teaching of the 
Bible. See that it does something in the 
lives and personalities of our children. 

“A boy was walking along, with a gun. 
Some one asked, ‘What are you hunting 
for?’ and he replied, ‘To tell you the truth 
I don’t know. I haven’t seen it yet.’ There 
are a great many teachers like that. They 
do not know what they are hunting be- 
cause they have not seen it yet. They 
need a vision of the possibilities wrapped up 
in the lives of these boys and girls before 
them.” 

The Rev. Harold W. Garner, pastor of 
the Union Church of Oglesby, Ill., spoke 
on Teacher Training in Town and Country. 
The three Protestant churches in the town 


of Oglesby joined: for a community. class : 


of sixty in which the Preliminary Train- 
ing Course of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association was offered. Across 
the river in LaSalle there were seventy- 
five men and women enrolled with Mr. 
and Mrs. P. B. Chenault as teachers. 
Mr. Garner had also organized and con- 
ducted a class of over one hundred in 
Warsaw, Ind. “In each church that has 
followed this plan,” Mr. Garner said, “re- 
sults have been far beyond that which the 
pastors and superintendents had dreamed. 
The solution to your church and Sunday 
school problems can also be found in this 
practical, God-honored course. . Trained, 
consecrated: Sunday school teachers will 
have interesting, gripping lessons. In our 
experience at Oglesby we have witnessed 
the following results: 


Eight Good Results in One Town 


“t, Sunday school attendance has been 
increased and maintained. Periodic at- 
tempts to build up Sunday school attend- 
ance are not successful. The ideal is to 
have every one alert all the time to in- 
crease the attendance. Real permanent 
growth cannot come without an improved 
teaching force, stimulating interest in the 
lesson and class. All the pupils are now 
enthusiastic because the lessons are made 
worth while. 


“2. Pupils have their lessons prepared. 
Ninety-five per cent of all the scholars in 
our school prepare their lessons regularly 
at home. No higher tribute can be paid 
to the effectiveness of a teacher than this, 
for after all the real work of the teacher 
is to make the pupil an independent inves- 
tigator of the Bible. 


“3, Discipline problems are solved. The 
prepared, trained teacher has an abundance 
of material stcred in her mind to draw 
from, and thus holds interest at all times. 


“4. More children attend church. Inter- 
est in the lesson and in God’s Word. is 
reflected by the increased attendance at 
the worship services. Practically no chil- 
dren could be found in our worship serv- 
ices two years ago as compared with the 
large number today. 


“s. A teaching staff ts provided for the 
Vacation Bible School. . The problem of 


_ representatives of 
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getting trained, efficient teachers for the 
Daily Vacation Bible School is solved. To 
daily teach 354 boys and girls last sum- 
mer during our Daily Vacation Bible 
School was a tremendous task, but easily 
solved by recruits from the teacher train- 
ing class. 


“6. Assistant teachers are always avail- 
able, It is now the rule in our Sunday 
school that no new teacher can be taken 
on the staff who has not had the Pre- 
liminary Training Course. Those taking 
the course are soon drafted into full time 
or assistant teaching positions. 


“7. Parents are reached. ‘He who puts 
his hand on the head of a child puts it 
also on the heart of the mother.’ 


“8. Children are led to Christ. The Sun- 
day school should be the most fruitful 
evangelizing agency connected with the 
Church. Next to the parent, the Sunday 
school teacher has the best opportunity of 
leading the child to Christ. Her trained 
knowledge of the whole Scriptures enables 
her thus to do this.” 


How One Bible School Began 


Teacher Training in the Large City was 
the topic assigned to the Rév. V. E. 
Brace of the Colorado School of the Bible. 
He told how this splendid institution for 
the training of Sunday school teachers 
sprang up almost over night and has now 
enrolled in the Standard Training Course 
forty-six different 
churches. 

“Six years ago,” said Mr. Brace, “I be- 
came pastor of a church in Denver. I 
was confronted with all the problems of 
a city Sunday school. I learned of the 
Preliminary Training Ceurse of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association and 
wrote to the Secretary for information. 
It came promptly. In his letter he stated, 
‘I hope this will be the means of starting 
a city-wide class eventually leading to an 
institute.’ To say the least, while flattered 
at the prospect, I little dreamed what five 
years would do. We put in the Prelim- 
inary Training Course. We invited any 
who desired to come to enroll. Every- 
thing was gratis except textbooks. Several 


denominations and churches were repre-— 


sented. It was a success. 

“In the meantime another church in 
another part of the city conducted an eve- 
ning institute which was a decided suc- 
cess. There were Bible classes elsewhere 
that were interested in further study. The 
people began to say, Why can we not com- 
bine some of these efforts, centrally locat- 
ing them for convenience? 

“One day I was talking to a teacher from 
the evening institute to which I just re- 
ferred. I told him of our success, and 
said when they felt led to start a Bible 
institute to let me in on it. Simultaneously, 
a layman became burdened for training 
teachers and officers. He had a conference 
with the pastor of the church where the 
institute had been held. Time forbids more 
detail. Suffice it to say, a luncheon con- 
ference was called. Notes were compared 
and the Lord implored. The Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association course was 
presented. The Spirit said to go ahead. 
Within a few weeks the Colorado School 
of the Bible was organized. 

“The plan of the school was to overcome 
the difficulties mentioned. It must meet 
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the needs of busy people. It must be within 


reach of the poor. It must present the 
highest standards in methods, and principles 
of teaching. 

“That the school has met these require- 
ments was manifest in the response on the 
part of the public. We were crowded out 
of our first meeting place the first semester 
and larger quarters were secured for the 
second semester. 

“Local pastors are giving their time 
gratis as teachers. People arrange trans- 
portation in groups. Some of the churches 
and Sunday schools refund the enrollment 
fees to every member that presents a unit 
certificate at the close of the semester 
showing they have completed the unit. Some 
churches have a public presentation of their 
graduates each semester. 

“To show that this school has proved 
practical for the City of Denver, one super- 
intendent told me: ‘We have learned that 
our workers can get better training in the 
Colorado School of the Bible under spe- 
cialists in.their subjects than we could give 
them in our church training classes. There- 
fore, we are adopting the school as our 
own teacher training class and urging our 
people to attend.’ 


“IT cannot close without mentioning some | 


of the results of this school. 
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“1, It has deepened the spiritual life of 
the churches co-operating. One student in 
the Bible Geography class wrote on her 
examination paper, ‘I never before realized 
that Jesus Christ actually lived on this 
earth.’ A university professor in the same 
class said, ‘This course has deepened my 
appreciation for the Bible.’ This course 
would not have been taught in a local 
church school, 


“2. It has increased the pupil’s knowl- 
edge of the Bible. When we recall that 
‘faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God’ (Rom. 10:17) we see 
the value of this. 


3, It reaches more for Christ. Workers 
in my own church have had created in 
them a more earnest desire to go into the 
homes of unsaved people and tell them of 
Christ the Saviour. 


“4. It raises the world’s estimate of the 
Church. The world is dying for want of 
the Gospel. It is sick of an emaciated 
Church and a Church. that has lost the 
Blood. ‘It will respect a Church that has 
the true message of salvation, Such a 
school as this based on the Standard Train- 
ing Course of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association is doing the work.” 

CHICAGO. 








A living memorial to two men—a 








You Can’t Buy Cigarettes in This Town 


a storekeeper who 
obeyed God and a farmer who believed Gc God 


By George C. Friend 














MOTORIST had been driving all 

through the day. As he neared his 

destination —a small town in west- 
ern New York—he stopped to ask direc- 
tions of a traffic officer. 

“Yes,” said the officer, “you are on the 
right road, just continue as you are going 
for about twenty miles and you will «each 
the place. But, say, mister,” he continued, 
“if you are short of smokes you had better 
stock up before you get there or you will 
be sorry. You know, they roll up the 
sidewalks at night in that town and put 
them away until morning, and you cannot 
beg, borrow, or steal tobacco of any kind 
at any time of the day or night, least of 
all buy it.” 

The motorist, who was not interested in 
tobacco, continued on his way, wondering 
as he drove along whether it could possibly 
be true that in a college town of several 
hundred inhabitants, exclusive of the stu- 
dents, tobacco was not obtainable. He de- 
termined to investigate the truth of this 
remarkable statement, and to find out the 
reason for such a condition of affairs. 

“Believe it or not,” the warning of the 
traffic officer in regard to tobacco was 
found to be absoiutely exact. Yes, in this 
day and generation, in these United States, 
and in the great Empire State of New 
York, there is a college town where to- 
bacco cannot be purchased, and this condi- 
tion has existed for many years. Ques- 
tions arose in the visitor’s mind: Is it 
because of a local law forced upon an 
unwilling population by one of those “or- 
ganized minorities” that we are hearing 
about so much in these days? Did some 


greedy storekeeper in the dim and distant 
past sell cigarettes to young boys and girls, 
and as a result did an aroused public senti- 
ment: go to the extreme of outlawing all 
traffic in tobacco? In place of the tobacco 
habit, are other questionable habits preva- 
lent; do worldliness and vice prevail? 
What about dance halls, moving picture 
houses, and tap rooms? Do the inhabitants 
smuggle in their supplies of tobacco and 
use it on the sly? Are not the people 
unhappy and miserable,—what in the 
world do they do for sociability and recrea- 
tion? Finally this question came to mind: 
If this opposition to tobacco is genuine 
and acceptable to all, what caused this 
unusual and possibly unique condition of 
affairs? 

The answers to these questions, because 
of the circumstances that have brought 
about this present-day miracle, should be 
of interest to all,—even to those unques- 
tionably sincere Christians who see no 
harm in the moderate use of tobacco. 

No, there is no law on the statute books 
that forbids the use and sale of tobacco. 
There is a real unwritten law, however. 
Any enterprising merchant reading these 
words and visualizing a virgin field ripe 
for development had better not “obey that 
impulse” which would lead him to open 
up a well-equipped smoke shop in this 
remarkable town. He would soon leave, 
—a sadder and wiser man. Driven out 
by force? Not at all, but by a total lack 
of patronage. 

No, there was no crusade, no suddenly 
aroused resentment as a result of corrupt- 
ing little children with the tobacco habit. 
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Quite the contrary is true. An incident 
that occurred many years ago will begin 
to throw light on the cause. 

The owner of the general store of those 
days was really born again. One of the 
results of his conversion was the strong 
conviction that he should discontinue the 
sale of tobacco. The depth of his convic- 
tion in this matter can be measured by 
the disposition of his stock on hand. He 
did not ask the wholesaler to take it back 
and give him credit for it; neither did he 
have a special bargain sale; neither did he 
generously present the stock to his neigh- 
bors, friends, and customers. Nothing of 
that sort for this man who had become “a 
new creation in Christ Jesus,” in whom 
old things had passed away and all things 
had become new! Not for this man, to 
whom Romans 12:2 was a real command, 
“Be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
This is what he did: took his stock out 
of the store and utterly destroyed it. That 
was the end of the sale of tobacco in the 
town. But, as will be seen, the cause was 
even deeper than the storekeeper’s con- 
version. 

The next question that presented itself 
concerned the matter of other question- 
able habits, or worldliness, or vice. To 
ask the question is equivalent to answering 
it. If the use of tobacco, concerning which 
even real Christians can and do differ, is 
not a problem, we may be sure that there 
is no serious problem about these grosser 
things. Certainly it goes without saying 
that there are no dance halls, no moving 
picture theaters, no tap rooms in the town. 
There is, however, a beautiful church much 
larger than many city churches. A prayer 
meeting the writer attended in that church 
will live long in his memory. Some may 
suggest that supplies may be brought in 
from near-by communities. Well, all the 
writer can say about this is that he has 
seen no evidences of it on the streets, in 
private homes, or in public places. 

How about the people,—are they 
bigoted, narrow-minded, stern, forbidding, 
unhappy, joyless, or are they joyful, happy, 
buoyantly alive, attractive, sociable? Most 
of the readers of the Times know the an- 
swer. Honest work, reading, study, music, 
sports, and play of the right kinds, conver- 
sation of the type that has become almost 
a lost art in this mad, jazz age, and most 
important of all, the joy that is the only 
real joy, the joy that the Bible speaks of, 
the joy that comes of unity and fellowship 
with Christ and service in his name, — 
these are the things of real value that fill 
the hearts and minds and lives of the fac- 
ulty, students, and residents of this town 
of Houghton cradled in the beautiful 
Genesee Valley in western New York. 

Fifty-three years ago there lived a man 
of God, a farmer who later became a 
minister, a man in whose heart was deeply 
implanted the love of boys and girls that 
was so characteristic of his Lord and Mas- 
ter, a man of prophetic vision who saw 
even then the signs of the pagan education 
so prevalent and apparent today, — signs 
that many of us ignored until it was too 
late to save the great institutions of learn- 
ing in our land,—a man of initiative and 
courage, who loved God and his Church. 
This man in the year 1883 took the first 
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steps in the work of launching an institu- 
tion of higher learning where boys and 
girls should be able to secure higher educa- 
tion at moderate cost and under definitely 
Christian influences. 

After much prayer and _ consultation, 
Willard J. Houghton with only about 
$1,500 in money, but with an inexhaustible 
supply of faith in Him whose are all the 
silver and the gold and the cattle upon a 
thousand hills, started the institution now 
known as Houghton College. It is inter- 
esting to note at this point that both 
Wheaton College and Houghton started 
under the care of the same comparatively 
small denomination, ~— the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist. 

From this modest beginning, and nur- 
tured through the years in an atmosphere 
of believing prayer, the high school of 
1883 has grown and developed into the 
fully accredited senior college of today, 
whose influence is being felt throughout 
an increasingly large area, and whose 
graduates are spreading throughout the 
country and the world the real Christian 
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culture inculcated at Houghton. -There 
never comes to the fathers and mothers 
of Houghton graduates the sorrow and 
heartbreak of having their sons and daugh- 
ters return from college marred and 
with their faith lost, perhaps forever. 
What has this to do with the well-meant 
warning of the traffic officer? Just this, 
— Houghton College, on a high plateau 
overlooking the town, dominates it phys- 
ically, mentally, morally, and spiritually. 
As the town nestling beneath looks up to 
the College physically, so it looks up to 
it for guidance in these more vital things. 
As one stands miles away down the valley, 
and sees in the distance the buildings and 
the bell tower of this wonderful Christian 
institution, deep feelings of gratitude to 
God arise in the heart for the consecrated, 
fruitful efforts of Willard Houghton and 
his successors; and the prayer rises from 
the heart that the knowledge of this and 
other similar institutions of learning may 
spread throughout this sorely beset country 
of ours. 7 
SwARTHMoRE, Pa, 














Emperor Worship in Japan 


Solemn ceremonies designed to teach the school 
children that their rulers are descended from the gods .- 


By Willis C. Lamott 








HIS article is reprinted from The 
Christian Graphic, a monthly maga- 
zine published in Tokyo. It appeared 
last December in the department entitled 
“Japan Today,” of which Mr. Lamott is 
one of the editors; but it was banned by 
the Japanese Government, and the English- 
language section of that issue had to be 
recalled. The article gives some idea of 
the difficulties faced by true Christian 
missionaries who recognize in this em- 
peror-worship a form of idolatry. 


JAPANESE PATRIOTISM 


Japan today, on the day when this is 
being written, is a Japan of a thousand 
expressions of patriotism, of a patriotism 
which is difficult for a Westerner, even 
a close friend of the Japanese, to under- 
stand. 

Four days ago, in all the schools of the 
Empire, the anniversary of the promulga- 
tion of the famous Rescript on Education 
by the great Meiji Emperor was celebrated 
by the holding of various sorts of cere- 
monies, and for the lower school children 
by a ceremony and a day’s holiday. Two 
days ago, the dedication of the rebuilt 
Atsuta Shrine, in which the spirits of cer- 
tain of the ancestors of the Imperial house 
are enshrined, was celebrated everywhere. 
Today is the anniversary of the Meiji 
Emperor himself, and flags are flying 
everywhere, children have come from 
schools where they have attended further 
ceremonies, great multitudes are throng- 
ing the compound of the Meiji Shrine in 
Tokyo to pay reverence to this truly great 
man, who as Emperor led Japan back again 
from feudal seclusion to membership in the 
modern society of nations, and under whose 
reign the beginning of the greatness of 
modern Japan was made. 


TuHeE Source or It Ati 


What is the peculiar contribution of 
Japan to modern civilization? This ques- 
tion almost always brings the answer: The 
fact that she has the longest reigning 
dynasty in history. More and more in 
modern Japan this fact is being impressed 
upon the people—that Japan’s pride and 
glory lies in the fact that she is ruled by 
an endless line of emperors—endless in 
the past, extending back to the age when 
gods were men and when men were gods, 
and going forward in the future eternally 
—a dynasty “coeval with heaven and 
earth,” to quote the constitution of the 
country. 

The modern emphasis of this ancient idea 
means to some the acceptance of a myth- 
ology which offeids the mind of modern 
man. To others it gives a passion for 
nationalism which shows itself in terrorism 
and sometimes revolt and assassination. To 
all it serves to set apart the Japanese as 
a race different from others, and in a 
sense superior to them. Other nations 
seized power from their unwilling rulers: 
“our august Emperor” deigned to confer 
upon his people the privilege of a modified 
form of self-government! Other kingdoms 
have names for their rulers; the Japanese 
Emperor’s name is never mentioned by his 
subjects. To some constitutional monar- 
chies, as in England, the Throne has be- 
come an institution of the State, but the 
Japanese Emperor shall never be consid- 
ered a mere institution or organ of gov- 
ernment —for all government flows from 
him. He is referred to with reverence and 
awe. In English the pronouns referring 
to him are capitalized. His person is 
guarded’ sacredly, words that come from 
his mouth and pen are treated with rev- 
erence —in short, the worship accorded 
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the ruler of the country in Japan is some- 
thing unseen elsewhere in the world today, 
and to the critical Westerner is an anachro- 
nism in an age of people’s rights and con- 
stitutionalism. 


CELEBRATIONS 


Just recently I was riding in a street 
car down one of the busy avenues of Tokyo. 
A man across from me arose, turned 
toward the window, took off his hat, and 
bowed. Why? We were turning the 
corner and facing the Imperial palace. 
Several days before that, several boys in 
an electric express performed the same 
act of reverence as we passed approxi- 
mately in front of the Shrine of the Em- 
peror Meiji. Waiting for a bus, I watched 
the children pouring out of a certain Pri- 
mary School. Every one of them, as they 
passed the neighborhood shrine, where the 
national ancestors are worshiped, turned, 
bowed deeply, and in the case of the boys, 
took off their hats. On the day on which 
the Atsuta Shrine was dedicated, in every 
school in Japan the whole school student 
body lined up, faced in the direction of the 
shrine even: though it was ‘hundreds of 
miles away, bowed deeply, and “paid rev- 
erence. In’ some schools, where .the boys 
gather on the campus for calisthenics be- 
fore school, the exercises are opened or 
closed by teachers and students turning in 
the direction of the Meiji Shrine and bow- 
ing deeply. 


IMPERIAL Rescript ON EpucaTIoNn 


In the school ceremonies, which were 
mentioned above, and which occur on 
national holidays and at the beginning and 
ending of school terms, the central point 
of the program is the reading of the Im- 
perial Rescript on Education, granted by 
the Meiji Emperor in 1890. (A rescript is 
an official decree or order.) The docu- 
ment, in its own right, is worthy of all 
honor for the influence it has exerted in 
extending the spirit of morality and learn- 
ing throughout Japan; but to a Westerner, 
the idolatry paid to it is out of all propor- 
tion to its value as a document. In fact, 
the content of the document is not empha- 
sized so much as the fact that it was con- 
ferred upon the people by the Emperor. 

In most schools the Rescript. ‘is: carried 
into the assembly room in a round case 
lying upon a fine, lacquer tray, covered 
with a silk wrapping cloth, the para- 
phernalia often valued at hundreds of yen. 
An officer of the school, carrying the sacred 
scroll, enters the schoolroom in advance of 
the principal, all the students standing at 
attention. The officer places the tray upon 
a stand and bows deeply, then backs away; 
then the principal steps forward, puts on 
a pair of spotless white gloves, bows as 
deeply, reverently takes off the silken 
cover, and with care removes the scroll 
from its case. He then says, “I shall 
now read the Imperial Rescript,” the drill 
master barks out a command, all the stu- 
dents bow from the waist and remain in 
that posture, with their eyes on the ground, 
until the reading of the short document 
is finished. 

A mistake in reading has been known 
to cause the resignation of a teacher and 
movement or sound on the part of the 
students is unheard of. Following the 
reading, the national anthem is sung twice, 


(Continued on page 204) 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 5. JESUS INVITES ALL PEOPLE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 14; printed text, Luke 14:15-24 
Golden Text.—Come, for all things are now ready.—Luke 14: 176 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIBRARY 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 14 : 15-24 


Kinc James VERSION 


Luke 14:15 And when one of them that sat at meat with him 
heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God. P 

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made qa great supper, 
and bade many: : 

17 And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were 
bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 

18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The 
first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must 
needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go 
to prove them: I pray thee have me ex ’ 

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. . , 

21 So that servant came, and shewed his lord these things. Then 
the master of the house being ag f said to his servant, Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. f : 

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were 
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Luke 14:15 And when one of them that ‘sat at meat with him 
heard these things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat 
bread in the kingdom of God. 16 But he said unto him, A certain 
man made a great supper; and he bade rhany: 17 and he sent forth 
his *servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come;- 
for all things are now ready. 18 And they all with one consent 
began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a 
field, and I must needs go out and see it; I pray thee have me 
excused. 19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, 
and I go to prove them; I pray thee have me excused. 20 And 
another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. 
21 And the *servant came, and told his lord these things. Then 
the master of the house being angry said to his *servant, Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither 
the poor and maimed and blind and lame. 22 And the * servant 
said, Lord, what thou didst command is done, and yet there is room. 
23 And the lord said unto the *servant, Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and constrain them to come in, that my house may 
be filled. 24 For I say unto you, that none of those men that 
were bidden shall taste of my supper. 

*Gr., reclined. Comp. ch. 7: 36, 37, marg. *Gr., bondservant. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


bidden shall taste of my supper. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College, 


Approach to.the Lesson 


66 O GUEST ever talked as that 
N Guest talked.” This must have 
been the thought of that ruler 

of the Pharisees who invited the Lord 
Jesus to his table one Sabbath day. Christ 
was sitting there in the midst of enemies 
and critics, who were watching him to 


But it was the host and the guests ,v!0 
were really under inspection. The Lord 
was watching them; he searched. them 
through and through. He rebuked the 
inward criticism of the lawyers and the 
Pharisees; he spoke a parable about those 
who were choosing the best seats; he gave 
counsel about not inviting friends ,and 
brethren and rich neighbors, as this host 
was doubtless doing. The climax came 
with his parable of the great supper, a 
terrific indictment against the Pharisees 
and lawyers sitting about him. Yet it was 
all done in yearning love, as well as with 
the majesty of the Lord God, 

Luke is the Gospel of acceptance; yet, 
on that last journey to Jerusalem, Christ 
is the rejected Messiah. From every angle 
he warns the Jews of the fearful conse- 
quences of rejecting him. But the warn- 
ing is always the background of his gra- 
cious purpose to send the glad tidings to 
all people. 

The Historical Setting 

That Sabbath day feast in the house 
of one of the Pharisees, which led to such 
remarkable teaching, occurred probably in 
the winter of A. D. 30, possibly in Janu- 
ary. 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 14:15.—Heard these things. Es- 
pecially the reference to the resurrection 
of the righteous (v. 14). Blessed is he 
that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. 
The Jews believed the Kingdom of God 
would be inaugurated with a great feast; 
they had many carnal ideas in connection 
with it, but in Scripture the joys of a 
marriage feast are set forth as faint fore- 
shadowings of the marriage feast of the 
Lamb (cf. Matt. 8:11, 12; 22:2; 25:10; 
Rev. 19:7). 

Verse 16.—A certain man made a great 
supper. We would say dinner, or banquet. 


For comparison with the parable of the - 


Marriage Supper, see Special Topics. 
Bade many. It is a feast for all people 
(Isa. 25:6). God’s invitation had gone 
out first to all Israel. 

Verse 17.—Come; for all things are now 
ready. Messiah has come, the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand, and the Lord has 
been giving them the free invitation to 
come to the feast. The application today 
is that Christ has died and risen, the Holy 
Spirit has been given, the age of grace is 
here, and “now is the accepted time.” 


Verse 18.—They all with one consent 
began to make excuse. It is incredible that 
this should have happened in an invitation 
to such a feast. The point is that what 
the Jews were doing in rejecting Christ 
was indeed incredible. I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I must needs go and 
see it. As though he had not seen it be- 
fore he bought it! Here is a picture of 
one absorbed in earthly property. But he 
was using his property only as an excuse, 
for he did not want to go to the feast. 

Verse 19.—I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go-to prove them. As though 
he had not proved them before he bought 
them! Here is a picture of a man im- 


mersed in his business, and having no taste 
for spiritual things. 

Verse 20.—I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come. This is the pic- 
ture of earthly affection drawing men from 
spiritual things. The man could doubt- 
less have brought his wife with him to the 
feast. 


Verse 21.—The master of the house be- 
ing angry. God cannot be indifferent to the 
spurning of his invitation. He must’ visit 
rejected mercy with wrath (John 3: 36). 
Go out quickly into the streets and lanes 
of the city. Probably referring to the poor 
and despised among the Jews, the publicans 
and sinners, represented by the poor, and 
the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 
The Pharisees and Sadducees, and other 
self-righteous Jews, are they who rejected 
the invitation. 


Verse 22.—It is done ... and yet there 
is room. There is room for all who want 
to come; and the invitation must reach the 
Gentiles, according to the clear prophecy 
(cf. Isa. 49:6; Luke 13:29). 


Verse 23.—Go out into the highways and 
hedges. This expression appropriately re- 
fers to the Gentiles, those who were not 
in “the city.” Compel them to come in. 
This does not mean to force them against 
their will. It means the compulsion of 
love, and the overcoming of their own dif- 
fidence and sense of unworthiness (cf. 1 
Cor. 1: 26-29). That my house may be 
filled. Mark the twofold message: there 
is room in the Father’s house for all who 
will come; God will see to it that the 
house is filled, with no seats vacant. All 
whom God has given to his Son will come 
(John 6:37; 17:6). 

Verse 24.—None of those men which 
were bidden shall taste of my supper. Many 
of the Jews, when they see that they are 
shut out from the Kingdom, will say, 
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“Lord, Lord, open unto us.” But then it 
will be too late (Luke 13: 24-30). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The record of our Lord’s last journey 
to Jerusalem, as Luke gives it, continues 
to be a glad story and a sad story. Sal- 
vation is presented as a glorious, bounti- 
ful, and joyous feast. The invitation is 
sent out to many, even to all peoples. 
There are enough seats at the feast to ac- 
commodate every one who will come. The 
sad part of the story is the despising or 
neglecting of the invitation by those to 
whom the invitations are first sent, God’s 
own people Israel. 

In this fourteenth chapter of Luke we 
see not only the Pharisees and lawyers, 
who are bitter against the Lord, but we 
see the great multitudes who are super- 
ficially following him. To them the Lord 
presents the Kingdom as a war. Are they 
prepared to enter it? He makes the cost 
of entering, the renouncing of all that they 
have, the hating of their father and mother, 
and their own life also. Surely this is 
not the same call as that to the Gospel 
feast? It is the same call. It costs nothing 
to enter the Kingdom. It costs everything 
to enter the Kingdom. 

What is the message to us in the glad 
story and the sad story? “Come quickly,” 
and “Go quickly.” All things are ready, 
and there is urgency in accepting the invi- 
tation. There are millions for whom the 
feast has been prepared who have not 
heard. There is the urgent call for us 
to go quickly, and constrain them to come. 


Lesson Outlines 
Gon’s INVITATION 


1. To a glorious feast with fullness of 
joy. 

2. To all people, with ample room for 
all, “good and bad.” 

3. The invitation despised and rejected. 

4. The invitation accepted with joy. 

5. The invitation, “Come quickly,” fol- 
lowed by the command: “Go quickly.” 


Tue Lorp AT THE FEAST AND ON THE 
Roap 
1. With the Pharisees at the feast: 
Free gift of discipleship (Luke 14: 1-24). 
2. With the multitudes on the road: 
Cost of discipleship (Luke 14: 25-35). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Parables of the Great Supper and of the 
Marriage Feast. The Marriage Feast 
in Matthew (22:1-14) is quite distinct 
from Luke’s parable of the “Great Sup- 
per.” The parable in Matthew was given 
a few days before Christ’s death. It is a 
king that makes a marriage feast for his 
son; in Luke it is a lord who makes a 
great supper. The king sends two urgent 
invitations. In addition to those who made 
light of his invitation or were indifferent, 
there were others who treated the servants 
shamefully and killed them. The king sent 
his armies, destroyed the murderers and 
burned their city, a prophecy of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. There is the added 
feature also of the man who had not on 
a wedding garment, representing those 
who profess to be saved but are not clothed 
with Christ’s righteousness. Both parables 
have to do with the tragic fact that the 
Jews are rejecting Christ’s message, and 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. (14) April 5.—Jesus Invites All People. 


Luke 14 
2. (is) April 12.—Jesus Triumphs Over 
Death (Easter Lesson) ...... Luke 24 : 1-35 
3. (16) April 19—God, the Forgiving 
Prather,  ccccccvenes We Stee eseeeeeeccnees Luke 15 
4. (17) Aprit 26.—Jesus Looks at Wealth 
RHE. POW 5 oc sa cbdediecseccciceee Luke 16 
5. (18) May 3.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness, 
Humility, and Gratitude .......... Luke. 17 
6. (19) May 10.—Effectual Prayer ...... Luke 18 
7. (20) May 17.—Jesus Inspires Honesty. 
Luke 19 


8. (21) May 24.—Building for the Future 
(Temperance Lesson). Luke 20:1 to 21 : 38 
9. (22) May 31.—The Last Supper. Luke 22 : 1-38 








the happy fact that multitudes of the Gen- 
tiles will receive it. 


Parable of the Lowest Seat at the Feast. 
Our Lord’s counsel to those who chose 
out the chief seats at feasts is a parable 
of the Christian’s heart, which should ex- 
hibit humility in all relations with others, 
in lowliness of mind each counting other 
better than himself (Phil. 2: 1-11). This 
is to have a heart like Christ, who was 
humility incarnate. This is the exact op- 
posite of the natural heart of man — and of 
woman. Probably the parable was spoken 
from the lowest seat at that feast. 


Excuses, and God’s Answers. I don’t 
have the right feeling to be a Christian 
(John 1:12; 5:24; 6:27). A person has 
to give up so much to be a Christian (John 
1:12; Mark 8: 36; Phil. 3:7, 8). I have 
tried to be a Christian and failed (John 
1:12; 1 John 1:9; Hos. 14:1, 4). There 
are too many hypocrites in the church 
(Matt. 7:1-5; Rom. 14:12). I will not 
come tonight—some other time (2 Cor. 
6:2; Luke 13:25). I am afraid I can’t 
hold out (1 Cor. 10:13; 1 Pet. 1:5; Jude 
24). I have a hard time getting on now, 
and can’t take on more _ responsibilities 
(Matt. 11: 28-30; Rom. 8: 32). God is too 
merciful to condemn anyone to hell (Rom. 
1:18; John 3: 16; 3:36; Mark 9: 47, 48). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


“Come; for all things are now ready” 
(Luke 14:17b). We may feel that we 
as sinners are not ready. But salvation 
is by grace. The Lord has prepared the 
feast. Our part is to come. Have all of 
your Sunday school pupils come? 

“Go out into the highways and hedges” 
(Luke 14:23). Our evangelism today has 
often missed the way by building build- 
ings and inviting people to come to the 
preacher. God’s primary message is for 
the evangelist to go where the people are. 

Are we making excuses? There are not 
only the excuses that men make in refusing 
to take Christ as their Saviour. There 
are excuses that we Christians make in 
not seeking to win men. 

Are we kept from God by the cares and 


riches and pleasures of this life? See Sen- 
tence Summaries. 


Have we counted the cost of disciple- 


ship? Christ calls on the Christian for full 
surrender —to hate “his own life.’ Thus 
only do we evidence real faith, and thus 
only do we enter into fullness of joy. 


Whom do we invite to meals in. our 
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home? Most Christians do not invite 
friends with a view to being recompensed. 
But how many make a practice of inviting 
the poor, maimed, lame, blind, who can 
make no return? (Luke 14:13.) This is 
very searching, isn’t it? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Lord speaks of excuses for not com- 
ing to the feast; there have never been 
any reasons for rejecting Christ’s invitation. 


The man with the dropsy never forgot 
that Sabbath day feast where he met the 
Lord; the lawyers and the Pharisees never 
forgot it either. 


“Whenever I want to be exalted, I just 
’umble myself,” a Christian said to a min- 
ister friend, apparently in all seriousness; 
that is not what Jesus meant! 


We do not pay for salvation by renounc- 
ing all that we have; but we evidence our 
true faith by renouncing all that would 
interfere with devotion to Christ. 


The Lord wants his children to enjoy 
their fields and flocks, their wives and loved 
ones; but when they are put before God, 
they become snares and not blessings. 

God’s invitations are calls to make every- 
thing else secondary; first, because they 
are commands of the sovereign God; sec- 
ond, because they involve our highest 
blessing. 


Are we enthusiastic about the wonder 
of the bountiful feast to which we are 
freely inviting the poor and outcast? 

We are acting like the Father when we 
make a feast for the poor and maimed and 
lame and blind. 


Cotumesra, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. ,Have you tried 
assigning some the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT central truth of the thirteenth 

chapter of Luke, in the lesson on “Jesus 

Explains the Kingdom,” is repeated in 
Chapter 14, in the lesson on “Jesus Invites 
All People’ ? 


2. Why do people refuse to accept Jesus 
Christ ? 

3. What is one great Old Testament _invi- 
tation to the feast upon the Bread of Life? 


4. Quote one Scriptural statement that 
makes it impossible for anyone to regard him- 
self as excluded from the Gospel invitation. 

5. Did the Lord mean that it was wrong 
to-invite friends and relatives and rich neigh- 
bors to a feast? (Luke 14: 12.) 

6. What two great facts about receiving 
Christ as Saviour are set forth in Luke 14, 
two facts that seem to be contradictory? 

7. In what sense did the Lord mean that 
we should hate our loved ones and our own 
life also? 

8. Why did the men in the parable give 
“excuses” ? 

9. In what three ways is the acceptance 
of Christ pictured in Luke 14, in the three 
parables ? 


10. What mistake is often made today in 


, seeking to win sinners, a mistake that would 


not be made if we heeded the teaching of the 
parable of the great supper? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
On page 203 in this issue. 


Lesson for April 5 


The Iliustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


The Coming Religion.—Come (Golden 
Text). Every little while somebody is 
writing a book on “The Religion of the 
Future,” or “The Coming Religions.” The 
greatest coming religion in the world is 
Christianity. It began with the coming of 
Jesus. It is full of coming. “Suffer the 
little children to come unto me”; “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden”; “If any man thirst, let him come.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio; and 
Mrs. B. G, Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, 
Eng. 


The Pearls.—Come (Golden Text). Like 
pearls upon a string, the most precious 
things of the Bible are hung upon the 
word “come.” The first “come” of Scrip- 
ture is for.salvation: “Come .. . into 
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the ark.” The last come is for glory: 
“Come, Lord Jesus.” Between these is 
a middle “come” that holds good through- 
out all experience: “Come out from among 
them, and be ye separate.” It is the Lord’s 
message to all who have obeyed the first. 
And only those who have “come in” and 
“come out,” can say truly, “Come quickly.” 
—From Our Hope. Sent by Miss B, Stein- 
mann, Wellesley, Ont. 


Excused.—And they all with one con- 
sent began to make excuse (v. 18). God 
invites you to the greatest happiness that 
can come to man in this world, and you 
say, “Excuse me.” He invites you to a 
life of the noblest service any man can 
live, and you say, “Excuse me.” He in- 
vites you to a happy reunion with the loved 
ones whose faces faded away in the gloom 
of the grave, and you say, “Excuse me.” 
And yet he has borne with you in patience 
and in love. Some time he will take you 
at your word and say, “You are excused,” 
and shut you, as he did these men, forever 
from his mercy and pardon.—From W. E. 
Biederwolf. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


Not Hungry.—<And they all with one 
consent began to make excuse (v. 18). One 
of the incidents of the great Chinese famine 
of 1906-7 — which Christian Herald readers 
did so much to relieve — was a visit I made 
to the refugee camp outside the walls of 
Chinkiang. Mrs, Paxton was taking sim- 
ple medicines to sufferers; and, as we made 
the rounds of the miserable straw mat 
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shelters, within which the starving people 
hungered on the cold ground, -she turned 
to me with a startled expression and said, 
“Do you know what most of them are 


asking? They complain of lack of appe- 


tite! Even when they get a bowl of rice 
from our relief station, they have no appe- 
tite.” These famine victims were not hun- 
gry — because they were starving. They 
had passed the stage of desire for food. 
That picture portrays many a soul’s state. 
It has lost interest in or longing for spir- 
itual satisfactions because it is starving.— 
From Christian Herald. Sent by Ruth B. 
McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Surrendering Our Loved Ones.—/f any 
man come to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple (v. 26). 
Mrs. Isaac Ward relates being in a great 
audience at a convention of the Christian 
Alliance in New York, and on the platform 
noticing a young Jew with a fine face 
which bore marks of suffering but was also 
transfigured by the inner light of a Spirit- 
filled soul. He told his story: “To my 
family I am a dead man. They have con- 
ducted an elaborate funeral service for me. 
My father and mother no longer consider 
me their son. My wife and child are 
separated from me. I may not see them, 
nor can there be a communication between 
us, any more than as if I were rotting in 
my coffin. All this because I have accepted 
Jesus of Nazareth as my Messiah. But my 
heart is fixed. Though I have lost every- 
thing that I held dear, for Him, I do not 
regret it, for I have Him... .” At the 
close of the story, the chairman arose and 
said, “Are there any here who will pledge 
themselves to pray that God will bring 
this young Jew’s family to believe in Jesus 
Christ? If so, please rise.” Almost the 
whole audience rose, and with many weep- 
ing, took the pledge. Five years after- 
ward Mrs, Ward was in another gather- 
ing, and to her surprise saw the same Jew 
on the platform. He said, “Five years 
ago a company of God’s people vowed to 
pray that the family of a Jew, an outcast 
from home because of faith in Jesus Christ, 
might come to accept Christ. I am here 
to say that father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, are Christians; that wife and child 
are restored to me, and that a united fam- 
ily are serving the One who died for us.” 
—From The Christian Life. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for the loving invitation given to 
men to enter into the glorious privileges of 
salvation. How patiently and urgently the Lord 
Jesus drew men to himself with his words and 
his deeds and the outpouring of his life! For- 
give us for the excuses that we make for re- 
fusing to draw near to him. Forgive our fool- 
ish choices of the things of the world instead 
of the things of the Spirit. We know that thou 
art more than ready to receive us. Some of 
us have long ago answered the call of the Lord 
Jesus in glad acceptance of him and his will 
for our lives. We pray that any in this 
school who have been rejecting his salvation 
with excuses of their own invention, may turn 
with eager hearts to him teday. We most 
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earnestly pray that this may be so among 
us in this very hour. In the name of the Lord 
Jesus we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—How often we do 
refuse the greatest blessings that God could 
possibly offer us! How tied down. to 
worldly things we are when we choose to 
put up excuses for declining the Lord’s 
gracious invitation! He would have us 
fellowship with him, and we decide that 
there is better company, company that is 
more to our liking. Sin makes men very 
short-sighted. It warps their judgment’ and 
keeps them in chains, when the Lord would 
offer them wisdom and joy and freedom. 
How stupid we are! But we do not need 
to be if we will just say “Yes” to the 
Lord when he asks us to follow him. There 
is no iine so good for us to follow as the 
line of his will. If we have not accepted 
him, may we not do so today, and enter 
into the blessings that he offers us for this 
life and for the life to come? Let.us pray. 


Réjecrine »” CHRIST 
WHICH ? 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Personal Equation.—A certain man 
made a great supper, and bade many (Luke 
14:16). “A certain man.” Keep your 
eye on this Mr. Certain Mann (modern 
spelling). The Lord Jesus was picturing 
himself while painting the picture of the 
great supper. This is what makes the 
parable so striking. 

.Those who are given to the delightful 
pastime of story-telling by words, pictures, 
or sculpture are continually doing this very 
thing. John Ruskin says a bad man can- 
not paint a good picture. And I reckon 
this is the reason. But let’s begin here. 

Thousands of readers of this Corner 
have “sized me up” perfectly without ever 
having seen me or learned anything about 
me other than printed in this column. I 
speak advisedly, because I not only have 
thousands of letters, but many is the man 
and woman who exclaimed when I had the 
pleasure of meeting them personally, “Just 
the kind of man I expected to see” (Prov. 
ag: 90; 2 Cor. 3:2). 

We have in our home a lovely painting 
of two Tyrol children by Mrs. Isabel B. 
Cartwright. A boy and a girl. The little 
boy looks like the artist, although it is 
a true portrait of the boy done on the 
spot. The painting was used as a cover 
for the Literary Digest of July 30,. 1927. 

I spoke to Mr. Leffert, the art editor of 
the Digest, no mean artist himself, about 
this and asked him if it often happened that 
a portrait suggested the artist. 

“Yes, Ridgway, that happens. A splen- 
did Japanese artist, a wonderful portrait 
painter, came to New York expecting to 
make his fortune painting the New York 
fine ladies. ‘With all his great ability he 
was a failure. He could not paint a 
woman but she had enough of a Japanese 
look to cause remark. He had to return 
to Japan disappointed and broken-hearted.” 

So when you read stories of the Lord 
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Jesus, tarry with them a little, remember- 
ing he himself is in them. Note the Father 
in the Prodigal Son. The Good Samari- 
tan, and all the rest. It is the Lord Jesus 
who gives the “Great Supper.” 


The Excuses.—They all with one con- 
sent began to make excuse (v. 18). I am 
now about to hand you one of the most 
useful weapons I have in my illustrative 
armory. I want to use it as the Lord Jesus 
used this arrow from his equipment of 
deadly weapons. Sure, I’ve told it before, 
perhaps more than once, but the Times 
got a new subscriber the other day, a fel- 
low of twenty-nine, born the year I came 
to sit in this Corner. 

One Oriental went to his neighbor to 
borrow an ax. 

“I am very sorry, my friend,” said Mr. 
Ax Owner, “but I cannot lend you my ax. 
You see I am expecting company today 
for dinner, and I will need my ax to eat 
the soup with.” 

After Mr. Borrower had departed, a 
friend of Mr. Ax Owner who stood by said, 
“That was a ridiculous reason to give that 
man for not lending him your ax.” 

“My dear brother,” exclaimed Mr. Ax 
Owner, “one excuse is just as good as an- 
other gvhon you don’t want to lend the ax.” 

Neither land, nor oxen, nor even new 
wives evaporate or run away. The men 
in the Master’s story did not want to lend 
the ax (Matt. 23:37; John 5:40). 

We used to have one of the finest black- 
smiths in the country, by the name of Joe. 
He got the top wages, had some profitable 
outside interests, was a bachelor, and would 
miserly save every dollar he could get. 
Then when his time came he would go on 
a big drunken spree and throw his money 
away regardless. 

Folks used to say, “It’s a disease with 
old Joe.” 

“Rats!” Joe, when sober, would indig- 
nantly reply. “I could stay sober forever, 
and often have proved it by not taking a 
drink for a whole year. I get good and 
drunk for just one reason,—because I 
want to,” 

Joe’s last big spree killed him. I was 
able to get him into the Kingdom on his 
death-bed by pointing him to the dying 
thief on the cross. 


Heaven and the Other Place.—None of 
those men... shall taste of my supper (v. 
24). As I came uptown today I saw in 
front of the church of Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith a big sign on the lawn announcing 
the sermon subjects for three Sundays as 
follows: 


1. What Jesus says about hell. 


2. Will the wicked dead have a second 
chance? 

3. Where and what is Heaven? 

And it is thus I am reminded of that 
outdoor meeting where one of our work- 
men was speaking of the rich man in hell 
and Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom, — the 
story you will find in Luke 16: 19-31. 

One of the loafers who were perched on 
the top rail of the bridge, and for whom, 
with sundry, we put on our outdoor preach- 
ing, yelled, 

“Say, Hoskins, where is this hell of 
yours you are blathering about?” 

“Riley, do you really want to know 
where hell is? All right, my boy, I can 
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tell you exactly: Riley, you will find hell 
right at the end of your misspent life.” 

That was the end of big-mouth Riley, 
as the crowd who knew his “misspent life” 
shouted in sympathy with the interrupted 
speaker, 

Now here is another question to set over 
against the above. Where is Heaven? 
Will a man find it at the end of his well- 
spent life? 

Well, there is nothing in the Scriptures 
that I can find which says so. In the 
Master’s story the bidden guests were 
the “nice people” not the Rock Run hood- 
lum kind. One was a prosperous land 
buyer, another a well-to-do cattle dealer, 
and the third a new family starter. No 
doubt all paid their debts, helped all good 
things, and, like the last one, devoted to 
their wives. But they did not accept the 
invitation. 

There is only one way to arrive in 
Heaven. Jesus says, “I am the way.” “No 
man cometh to the Father but by me.” 
“None other name under heaven” (Acts 
4:12). 

Never even a taste of the “supper” other- 
wise. You can build hospitals, churches, 
schools, and give to all good things, but 
unless you have a different Bible than 
mine, Heaven’s pearly gate will not open 
to subscription list or income tax deduction. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Eating. : 
Discussion: The parallel of spiritual food 

to physical food, and the similarity of the 


respective processes in nourishing and 
making growth. 


Objective: Feeding on the Word. 











AY, fellows, our Lord builds great 
lessons around the most commonplace 
experiences. What more commonplace 
thing is there than eating? Three times 
a day we eat arid are glad of it —if we are 
normal. If we did not enjoy eating, the 
necessity for it would be a great burden. 
Suppose a man had to shave three times 
a day. Once is bother enough. Suppose 
a fellow had to make a complete change 
of his clothing and take a bath three times 
every day! Once is bother enough. 
But eating — that’s different! Think of 
the time, the trouble, the skill, the ex- 
pense necessary to set the table with palat- 
able food, and then the time it takes just 
for eating. Many people walk some dis- 
tance away from their occupations to ar- 
rive at a table and sit down and eat; leave 
their work, where they are much inter- 
ested and much pressed to get it done, to 
go somewhere and sit down and eat. God 
has put a stomach inside of us that dic- 
tates our actions. Three times a day, at 
least, it says, “You just stop what you 
are doing and put something in me; some- 
thing I like, too, — don’t forget that!” And 
we obey, just as far as we can. And God 
has created us so that we enjoy obeying 
our stomachs, 
More than that: we have a happy fel- 
lowship with our friends and those we 
love when eating with them. The eating 


ae 





ay 

















Lesson for April 5 


time is the only opportunity some families 
have to sit down together and look at 
each other and commune with each other. 
There is something very congenial about 
eating together. People can come nearer 
thinking alike when they eat together than 
at any other time. If families quarrel at 
the table it is doubtful whether they would 
harmonize anywhere. 

Like all good things God gives us, the 
satisfaction of eating can be abused and 
become a mockery to us. It is necessary 
that we eat proper food, and in reasonable 
moderation, to get the best results; but it 
is the perverseness of human nature that 
into that vital organ, our stomach, the only 
one we will ever have, we dump stuff that 
would ruin the digestion of an ostrich. 

Our Lord is graciously using this eating 
experience of ours to teach us that our 
spiritual natures, far more important than 
the physical because spiritual natures live 
forever, demand the best of food, and that 
he provides it. He has provided a feast 
—a continual feast—for us, the kind to 
make our souls fat, but better still, strong 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories** 
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and vigorous. He spreads it daily for us, 
and with it he provides the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to assimilate it, for satisfying 
fullness and growth. 


“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. 
Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your labour for 
that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness” 
(ise, §5:-3, 2). 

In the parable, the bidden guests did 
not come to the feast; they sent excuses 
instead. Then the master of the feast sent 
out for the poor and the hungry and doubt- 
less they came and were made glad by the 
satisfying food. It is often so. People 
are invited today to feast upon the riches 
of God’s Word, but they are so busy about 
other things that they excuse themselves, 
or else pay no attention to the invitation; 
but, as in the days of our Lord’s presence 
upon earth in the flesh, when “the poor 
heard him gladly,” so now do humble folk 
feast upon the Word and rejoice in the 
possession of fat souls. 


Fellows, if you enjoy the eats at a party 
or a camp fire, you have in that but a 
faint illustration of the satisfying fullness 
for the spiritual life God has provided and 
invited you to come and feast upon. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for April 5) 


1. In Chapter 13, the Lord urged them to 
enter the Kingdom, warning them that many 
of the Jews would be shut out, and also 
prophesying that multitudes of the Gentiles 
would enter. In Chapter 14, he gives the 
same truth, urging them to come to the pre- 
pared feast, warning that many Jews would 
refuse, and prophesying that many Gentiles 
will come to the feast of salvation. 

2. Because of sin (John 3: 18-20). 

3. Isaiah 55:1, 2. 

4. ‘Whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely’ (Rev. 22:17); also John 6: 
37- 

5. This is that form of statement called 
“the absolute for the relative.” It is not 
wrong to invite friends, though it is wrong 
to invite them with the motive that they will 
recompense. But the main truth is to care 
unselfishly for the poor, inviting them for a 
feast. They can make no recompense. 

6. The freeness of salvation, and the cost 
of discipleship. Both are true. We give 
nothing when we take Christ. We give every- 
thing. When the faith is real, it leads to 
taking up our cross and following Christ, 
not to obtain salvation, but because we have 
salvation. 


7. It means that God should he put first. 
If a man’s property, or his wife, interferes 
with his devotion to the Lord, he should put 
them second. It is an absolute statement to 
indicate that we are to love God with our 
whole heart. 


8. Like men today, they did not want to 
say bluntly they would not come. They were 
excuses because these things would not have 
preventec them from coming to the feast. 
They represent men who were indifferent to 
the Gospel call, or who loved other things 
more, rather than those who were bitter and 
antagonistic toward it. 

9. Accepting the invitation to the feast, 
building a tower, going to war. 

10. Expecting unsaved people to come to 
meetings in a church, or in a tabernacle, to 
get saved. The Lord’s order is to go out 
where the people are and give them the 
Gospel. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Set a little table, all ready for a party. 
For handwork, a card in a small envelope 
for each child, with his or her name and 
address written on the envelope. Let the 
children print the Golden Text (Luke 14: 
17b) on their cards. 











HIS looks like a party, doesn’t it? How 

many of you like to go to parties? 
Most everybody does. If Mary sends you 
an invitation to a party, you are just 
thrilled, and you ask your mother if you 
can go, and then you tell all your friends 
that you are going, and you tell Mary you 
can come. Are you excited about it! 

But suppose you had an invitation to a 
grand party, a great supper or dinner 
party that a great man was giving, would 
you want to go? Of course you would! 
You would think about it every day, and 
the girls would likely want Mother to 
make a new dress for them to wear. 

Jesus tells us about a man who made a 
great supper, and invited guests, and they 
all made excuses, and refused to come to 
his party. Can you imagine it? And they 
made such poor excuses that the man knew 
they just didn’t want to come. One said he 
had bought a farm, and another some oxen, 
and they had to go and look at. what they 
had bought and see if they were all right. 
And another man had married a wife, and 
he couldn’t come. The man who had in- 
vited them was so angry that he sent his 
servants out into the main roads and side 
roads to bring in the poor and the crippled 
and the blind to eat his supper. He even 
sent out a second time to ask these poor 
people to come in. 

Did you know that the Lord Jesus Christ 
is going to have a great supper some day 
(Rev. 19:7-10), and he has been sending 
out the invitations now for 1,900 years, and 
thousands of people have accepted, and will 
be there, but more have refused to go. 

Did you know that you have an invita- 
tion to this greatest of all suppers? And 
there’s just one way to accept it, and that 
is to accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, for only those who believe in him 
can attend this “marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” 

Let’s say John 3:16. If you have ever- 
lasting life, then you will be one of the 
guests at Christ’s great supper. People 
are making excuse for not accepting 
Christ’s invitation today, just as these men 
in our lesson did. One person tells us he 
is too busy to go to church or read’ his 
Bible, another says he’s too tired to go to 
church, and somebody else doesn’t like the 
preacher. All excuses. They are insult- 
ing Jesus Christ by refusing his invitation, 
and not one of them will be at Christ’s 
supper unless he changes and accepts 
Christ. 

I hope that if there is one child here 
today who has not accepted Christ as your 
Saviour, you'll do it today, and then you 
will be sure to be at his great supper. 


Mopesto, CAL. 
v4 


Curistian YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 








204 * 








Teacher Training Department ] 





In this department once a month ques- 
tions on teacher training are answered 
by Clarence H. Benson, Director of 
the Christian Education Course at the 
Moody Bible Institute, and Secretary 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training 
Association, This month, instead of 
Mr. Benson’s answers, the first of a 
series of fwe articles by Mrs. Barrett 
ic given. These tell of the value of 
several units of study in the Prelim- 
inary Course, and will be continued in 
consecutive issues when possible. Those 
desiring further information about the 
Course may write to Clarence H. Ben- 
son, the Moody Bible Institute, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago. 


Child Study 


Unit 4.— Preliminary Course 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 


By Mrs. E. P. Barrett 


OO much emphasis cannot be placed 

on the first law of teaching, which is 
that the teacher must know that which 
she would teach. This law is generally 
recognized, but there are other laws of 
teaching not so well known, the need for 
the use of which should also be emphasized 
in Sunday school work. 

It is not enough that the teacher know 
the Word of God. ‘She must also under- 
stand how to plant the seed of the Word 
in the mind and heart and spirit of the 
pupil, so that the child or youth will com- 
prehend the truth, be born again, grow in 
grace, and act independently, by his own 
faith and comprehension of the Saviour 
and his Word. 

There are few whose lives are so shut 
off from the world that they are not con- 
tinually in contact with children and young 
people. To Christians this must be a 
constant challenge to do all in their power 
to win these lives for Christ. 





80.000 JEWS &... Mission, ‘aot. 26 


yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. Kindly communicate with 

- Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 





29th Year—“‘ Travel free from Worry” 


HOLY LAND— EUROPE 
Experienced, personally conducted Tours. 
High quality — Low cost 
WICKER TOURS Richmond, Virginia 





IBLES REBOUND 
regardless condition. Flexible Leather- 
ette,Leather, Morocco. Standard sizes, 
$x.75 to $3.95. High quality work guar- 
anteed. Send stamp for. descriptive cir- 
cular, testimonials. Depr.S, Goodwill 
Bindery, 425 W. First St., Flint, Mich 
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For this reason the fourth unit of the 
Preliminary Course of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, called Child 
Study, is valuable to any evangelical Chris- 
tian, especially Sunday school teachers and 
God-fearing parents, whose influence will 
determine, to a large extent, whether the 
youth of this land will turn to the God 
of their fathers or go farther into the 
false beliefs, crime, and anti-Christian polit- 
ical movements of the day. 

Many who would like to engage in 
Christian work know so little of human 
nature that they are handicapped in their 
dealings with children and young people, 
and feel that they do not understand them 
sufficiently to really affect them. It is in 
this respect that “Child Study” is valuable, 
for it explains the physical, mental, spir- 
itual, and social needs of the individual 
in the different stages of life from infancy 
to the adult, and shows how each one 
may be approached most easily concerning 
the eternal truths of the Word and held in 
the Sunday school during the difficult years 
of adolescence, until settled in the habits 
of faith and Christian living. 

Young people have come into the pre- 
liminary classes hopelessly confessing that 
they were just babes in Christ, knew noth- 
ing of the Word, and were afraid to at- 
tempt to teach even a class of young chil- 
dren. However, after the synthetic study 
of the Bible offered in the three Bible 
units which cover the Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation, and after learning the Sun- 
day school methods offered in the three 
methods units, these very students have 
left the class with their teachers’ certificate 
and, more important yet, with a confidence 
that they are now ready to teach. 

Having completed the Preliminary 
Course, these young people know, to some 
extent at least, how to study the Bible 
lesson. They have grasped the glorious 
whole truth of God’s plan of salvation, 
and they are desirous of knowing more 
and more of it, either by independent Bible 
study or by attending a Bible institute 
where the truth is taught. 

They know also how to give the mes- 
sage of life to the pupils under their care 
in a sincere and conscientious manner, They 
are the consecrated teachers upon whom 
pastors may depend for help in the Sun- 
day school and ir. the Daily Vacation Bible 
School. One Bible institute student who 
took the Child Study unit in a small coun- 
try church one summer said that she had 
never before realized quite so fully her 
responsibility as a Sunday school teacher. 
This seems to be the usual result of Child 
Study, and it may honestly be expected 
that God will bless to his glory the ef- 
forts of such young people in shaping the 
immortal destiny of the souls of their pupils 
according to the Word of God. 


Emperor Worship in Japan 
(Continued from page 198) 


there being only one verse, and an in- 
evitable lecture follows. Not very thrill- 
ing for a school full of healthy adolescents ? 
We wonder whether American boys and 
girls would respond with the reverence 
and awe characteristic of their Japanese 


PHLA.. pa. brothers and sisters. The fact that you 


March 21, 1936 


believe your ruler to be a descendant of 
the gods makes a great difference in your 
attitude toward him and his writings. 


FurtHer INDOCTRINATION 


An effort is being made at. present to 
have all schools accept as a present a 
portrait of the reigning Emperor, a great 
gift indeed, and one that must be duly 
respected. The picture must be kept in 
a fireproof case, often shaped like a shrine. 
Students, when passing it, must bow; on 
ceremonial occasions it occupies the most 
conspicuous place in the room, and is ac- 
corded the same reverence that Roman 
Catholics accord to the altar in their 
churches. School children on certain occa- 
sions are taken in a body to the local 
national. shrine to pay reverence to the 
spirits of the ancestors of the nation, in 
most cases a perfunctory bow performed 
at the orders of the school military in- 
structor, but real nevertheless. 

These are some of the external mani- 
festations of one of the most significant 
anachronisms of modern times—the at- 
tempt of a modern nation to center the 
life of its people around the reverence (or 
shall we say “worship”) of a personage 
who is believed to be of divine descent, 
who connects the ancient past with the 
equally distant future, who stands as father 
of his people and head of all the families 
in the Empire. And, anyone with imagina- 
tion can see in the Emperor cult a great 
many problems for the Japanese subject 
who becomes a Christian. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 12. Immortality. 2 Tim. 1 : 8-11. (Easter.) 


Sunday, April 5 


How Give Ourselves to Christ? 
(Acts 2:41, 42) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Paul’s meeting with Jesus (Acts 9: 
1-9). 

Tues.—How an Ethiopian found Christ 
(Acts 8 : 26-40). 

Wed.—Apostles follow Jesus (Matt. 4: 18- 
22). 

Thurs.—Keep on learning (John 8 : 30-32). 

Fri.—Servants of Jesus (John 12: 20-26). 

Sat.—Be ready to obey (Acts 16: 11-15). 











MAN, who had been approached by 
-an earnest Christian about the matter - 
of accepting Christ as his Saviour, re- 
plied that he was honest, truthful, and 
sober; that he lived just as good a life as 
any member of the church, and believed 
his prospects of Heaven as good as theirs. 
The Christian did not answer him di- 
rectly, but asked how a certain neighbor 
voted in the: last election. The man re- 
plied that this neighbor did not vote at 
all; he was not a citizen. The Christian 
insisted that he seemed to be a good citi- 
zen,— honest and law-abiding,—a much 
better citizen than the one who was elected 
sheriff. 
“Yes, he is all right, but he was born 
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in Germany, and is still a citizen of that 
country,” the man replied. 

“Then, until he renounces his allegiance, 
and swears allegiance to our Constitution 
he isn’t a citizen?” 

“Exactly.” 

“A man’s citizenship, then, depends on 
something - beside living in this country 
and obeying its laws?” 

“Sure; he’s got to be naturalized.” 

“But you are trying to demand citizen- 
ship in the Kingdom of God, basing your 
claim wholly on the kind of life you are 
living. Who fixes the condition of citi- 
zenship, aliens who come to this country, 
or the United States Government? Who 
has the right to fix the conditions of 
heavenly citizenship, you or God?” 


ve 

The conditions that God has set forth in 
his Word for citizenship in the Kingdom 
of Heaven are simple. When the Philip- 
pian jailer in his terror fell at the feet 
of Paul and Silas and cried out, “Sirs, 
what must I do to be saved?” they an- 
swered hirh, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house” “(Acts 16:30, 31). 

However, believing on Christ involves 
more “than merely believing that there 
was a person by the name of Jesus Christ, 
and that he was born in Bethlehem and 
lived for thirty-three years in Palestine 
and was finally crucified by the Roman 
soldiers. It means belief on him to the 
extent of accepting what he says concern- 
ing himself, that he was the unique Son 
of God, that he came to this earth to die 
for the sins of the world, that he gave 
his life a ransom for us, and that because 
he did this we have eternal life. In other 
words, it means accepting him to the full- 
est extent in which God’s ‘Word presents 
him, as our substitute and the one who 
died in our place. When we have done 
this, we have God’s assurance that we 
have been received into the citizenship of 
Heaven and have become members of the 
family of God. “As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to hecome 
the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name” (John 1:12). 

We will readily see that to accept 
Christ in -this way includes something 
else. It includes an acknowledgment of 
our own inability to help ourselves and 
our need of a Saviour. Those who have 
not come to such a realization are unwill- 
ing to accept Christ as their substitute, 
for they feel no need for a substitute. 


$8 

Believing on Christ also includes re- 
pentance and sorrow for sin. We cannot 
accept him as our Substitute without 
turning away from sin. And the realiza- 
tion that we have sinned against’ and 
grieved the One who loved us and gave 
himself for’ us brings sorrow. 

But what has all this to do with giving 
ourselves to Christ? Just this, all too 
often we find those who fondly imagine 
they can give themselves to Christ with- 
out having first accepted him. This can- 
not be done, any more than a dead man 
can offer himself for government service. 
Until we have accepted Christ we are 
“dead in -trespasses and sins.” But hav- 
ing: received him as our life, we are passed 
from death unto life (John 5:24). Then, 
and only then, are we in a position to 
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hear God’s call to us to present our bodies 
a “living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service” 
(Rom. 12:1). 

Receiving Christ as our Saviour and 
our substitute and giving our entire selves 
to him may, and does sometimes occur at 
practically the same moment. But Chris- 
tian experience also shows that there are 
many who accept what Christ has done for 
them, and then later see his claim upon 
them for the surrender of their lives to 
him. 

When we give ourselves to Christ in 
the Scriptural sense, it means that there 
is a new hand at the control of our lives. 
No longer are we to seek to piease our- 
selves, or to follow our own way, how- 
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ever good that way may be. Henceforth 
we are to seek above everything else to 
please him and to do his will. In. the 
words of the apostle Paul we have reached 
that place in our Christian experience 
where we can truthfully say, “Nevertheless 
I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” 
(Gal, 2:20). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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In ordering goods, or in making tn- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publish- 
ers, as well as the advertiser, by stating 
that you saw the advertisement in The 
Sunday School Times. 








MONOPOLIST? NO! 
PARTAKER? YES! 


** And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert 
-gtaffed. in among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree ; boast not against the branches.’’ Rom. 11:17, 18. 

SOME Jewish branches were broken off. Not all. SOME Jews will believe the Gospel, 
right now in this day of Grace. Then why speak of ‘* The Gentile Church’’ when there is no 
such mention in God’s Word? Do not Gentiles reject the Gospel, even more than Jews ? 

we not be fair to Israel? Is not the Jew, entitled to receive from you a small return 
for the sacrifices he made in Apostolic days, that ‘‘the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the 
word of the Gospel, and believe’’? The Jew SHARED with you the Gospel blessings 1900 
years ago, and you became a PARTAKER with him. Will you now turn into a monopolist ? 
Or will you share ? 

Start today your first token of love for the Jew. Don’t hold back because it is small; trust 
God to help you make it more later. ‘““THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” is sent to contributors. 
You'll be glad you wrote. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 
If interested in Annuities, ask for our booklet, Jewish Mission Bonds 























@ Maybe it merely supplements irregular 
earnings ... Maybe it’s just the difference be- 
tween peace of mind and frequent worry... 
Maybe it’s all there is to protect old age... 


There are many situations in life which an Annuity 
Agreement of the American Bible esaciadle can take 
care of successfully. 


It can be planned to provide for yourself, for a 
relative or a friend. And when once it is arranged 
there is no further bother. No coupons to clip—no 
papers to keep track of . . . Just accept the check 
which arrives at regular intervals. Such checks have 
been bringing comfort and peace of mind to thou- 
sands. And for over 80 years, those checks have 
never failed, regardless of business conditions, 





Then too, there is a great personal satisfaction to 
every one who secures such an Annuity Agreement. 
For they help to extend the all-important, world. 
wide Bible ministry of the American Bible Society. 


Let us send you 
a booklet enti- 
tled “A Gift 
That Lives.’’ It 
“ tells you about 

the vite and how it works out. MAIL THE COUPON TODAY Ae 
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Returnable examination copies of New Pag- 
eants and Sacred Plays for Easter sent upon 
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IT’S THE COUNTLESS 
COURTESIES THAT 
COUNT 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


THE many extra ways in 
which we entertain our guests 
and make them feel at home 
give unique charm to a visit 
here. There are timely lec- 
tures, informal concerts, 
plays, and various other en- 
tertainments to brighten the 
carefree hours. We also de- 
vote particular attention to 
the selection and preparafion 
of food, making it one of the 
foremost and pleasantest 
memories of a visit at these 
Boardwalk hotels. Ocean 
decks. Game rooms. Sunny 
seaside lounges. 


$7.50 up at Chalfonte, $8 
up at Haddon Hall, single, 
American Plan. $5 up at 
Haddon Hall, single, Euro- 
pean Plan. Special weekly 
rates. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 
ATLANTIC CITY 








| Children at Home | 





African Medicine Men 
and Cats 


By Clara B. Blair 


This is the third of five stories founded on 
fact showing how the children live in Africa. 


ATHERINE had had the measles, and 
they had left her eyes weak. She was 
being kept in a darkened room for a few 
days, and time hung heavy on her hands, 
She had played with her kitten and her 
little dog till they were tired and had gone 
off into corners to sleep. She had played 
with her dolls till she herself was tired 
and had put them all to bed. What next? 
When her mother entered the room there 
was the usual call for a story. 

“Well,” said Mother, sitting down in 
a rocker and drawing the little girl to 
her side, “what if you were a little Af- 
rican girl and sick?” 

“What would they do with me, Mama?” 

“In the first place there would be no 
kind doctor like Dr. Blake to come to 
see you.” 

“Don’t they have doctors?” the little girl 
asked. 

“They have doctors, but not our kind. 
They would send for a witch doctor who 
makes sacrifices and goes through all sorts 
of strange customs. If the child has stom- 
ach trouble he may cut several gashes to 
let the sickness out. If his head hurts, 
often his temples are burned. If he is 
very ill and they think he is going to 
die, instead of keeping things quiet, the 
house will be full of people, all making 
noise enough to kill the poor child.” 

“Don’t they have doctors like ours?” 

“A few. The mission hospitals always 
have them. But very many are not in 
reach of those places, and those who are 
in reach of them are so afraid of white 
people that it takes a long time to get 
them to try the white man’s medicine. 
Don’t you remember what our cook, Ilusa, 
told you about Ungagi? 

“Even after they learn that the mis- 
sionaries are their friends and want to 
help them, they seem not to know how to 
do what thev-are told. I once heard one 
of our missionary doctors tell of being 
called to see a sick child. He left medi- 
cine that he thought ought to’ cure the 
little one. A few days later he was called 
again and was surprised to find the child 
worse. He felt sure the medicine had not 
been given properly, but those in charge 
insisted that they had given it just as he 
told them. After much questioning he 
found that each dose as it became due had 
been stuck in the wall or thatch of the 
roof.” 

“What made them do such a thing as 
that?” Katherine asked. 

“I do not know. It was probably just 
a custom or superstition of theirs. 

“Miss Stalker once told of a boy who 
came to her in the dispensary and asked 
for medicine. She prepared a dose and 
gave it to him. Before she had time to 
notice what he was doing he passed it 
on to one of his two companions who drank 
it as if he thought it good. She then pre- 
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pared another dose and gave it to him. 
He was about to give it to his other com- 
panion when she stopped him and made him 
drink it himself.” 

Katherine’s mother glanced around the 
room, and as her eyes fell upon the kitten, 
dog, and dolls, she continued: “You'd 
probably have nothing much to. play with, 
either. You remember Cook told you the 
little girls had no dolls. Miss Stalker 
told me they seldom had a kitten. She 
said the domestic cats would wander off 
to the bush and run with their wild cousins. 
Soon they would seem to like the wild life 
best and would forsake their little mis- 
tresses entirely.” 

“Oh, Mama,” Katherine cried, “I didn’t 
know I was so well off. Hasn’t God been 
good to us?” 

“Indeed he has,” her mother answered, 
“and few of us realize the blessings he 
has given us. But now, dear, lie down a 
while and close those weary eyes and see 
if you can sleep, as Kittie and Fido and 
the dolls are doing,” and, as her mother 
kissed her, the little girl cuddled up on the 


. couch with a thankful heart, 


(To be continued) 
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Where to Get “The Reason Why” 
on the West Coast 


ECENT references in Toe Sunpay 

ScHoot Times to the valuable tract 
on salvation, “The Reason Why,” have 
created a good deal of interest among 
Times readers. Dr.- McQuilkin told the 
story of it briefly in one of his lesson 
articles (Oct. 26, 1935) ; in Notes on Open 
Letters, January 18, 1936, it was spoken 
of as “Ralph Norton’s favorite tract,” and 
several quotations were given from Mrs. 
Norton’s articles, showing how Mr. Nor- 
ton used it for many years in English and 
later in French and Flemish in Belgium. 

“The Reason Why” was written by Rob- 
ert Laidlaw of Auckland, New Zealand, as 
a testimony to the employees of his large 
firm. It has been translated into several 
languages, and Dr. McQuilkin said that 
4,000,000 copies have been published. 

As the Times stated, it may be obtained 
from the Christian Life Literature Fund, 
506 Commonwealth Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. Those on 
the West Coast will be glad to know that 
it may also be obtained from the Western 
Book and Tract Co., Inc., 1730 Telegraph 
Avenue, Oakland, Cal. Dr. H. A. Ironside 
is the President of the company, and a list 
of his complete writings, including books, 
pamphlets, and tracts, with the prices may 
be obtained upon request from this com- 
pany. “The Reason Why” may be obtained 
from either of these organizations at the 
same prices: 3 cents each, 30 cents a dozen, 
or $2 a hundred copies, postage extra, 


ye 
Moody Jubilee One-Day 


Conferences 


Mecs interest was shown by pastors 
who attended the recent Founder’s 
Week Conference at the Moody Bible In- 
stitute, Chicago, in the plans for One-Day 
Bible Conferences. to be held throughout 
the country during 1936 and 1937, as pre- 
sented by A. F. Gaylord, director of the 





























Lesson for April 5 


Moody Centenary and Institute Jubilee. 
Many visiting ministers made immediate 
arrangements for a conference to be held 
in their own churches, believing that these 
vital gatherings would promote participa- 
tion in prayer and the reading of the Word 
of God. 

D. L. Moody, it is recalled, was an orig- 
inator of the Bibie conference movement 
in America, one of his first announcements 
of the plan being made in his Chicago 
meetings in 1876, ten years before the 
founding of the Bible Institute. He ex- 
pressed a conviction that the next great 
revival in America would be a twentieth 
century revival of Bible study. 

For the One-Day Bible Conferences the 
Moody Centenary Song Book, with sev- 
enty-two Moody and Sankey favorite num- 
bers, will be provided without cost; also 
the tract, “How to Eat the Word,” by 
Dr. James M. Gray. A neighboring pastor 
may be asked to deliver an afternoon ad- 
dress, a supper conference is suggested, 
and for the evening service two Bible lec- 
tures are givett by members of the Insti- 
tute Faculty’ or Extension Staff. 

Mr. Moody advocated Bible reading and 
short prayers, and a conference such as is 
planned will most assuredly bring much 
blessing to churches that participate in 
deepening interest in prayer, Bible study, 
and soul-winning. Spiritual awakening al- 
ways tends to the solving of the incidental 
problems of the Church. 


Dr. Pace’s Engagements 


NE does not need to study many of 
_Dr. E. J. Pace’s very popular lesson 
cartoons in THE SunpAy’ ScHoo, TIMES 
to realize that he is much more than an 
artist. He is a keen student of the Word 
of God and of human nature, and many 
of his clever drawings show the results 
of his long experience and wide travel in 
Christian work. Readers of the Times 
will doubtless be glad of an opportunity to 
hear some of Dr. Pace’s Bible and evan- 
gelistic messages. and to meet him person- 
ally. His engagements for the coming 
months are as follows: 
April 12-19.—Cross Tabernacle, 
W. Va. 
April 19-26.—First United Brethren Church, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


April 27 to May 1.—United Brethren Church, 
Clearfield, Pa. 


May 3-10.—Calvary Baptist Church, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y. 


May 12—Young People’s Rally, West Side 
Presbyterian Church, Englewood, N. J. 


May 17-24.—First Baptist Church, Tyrone, Pa. 





Huntington, 


May 25, 26.—Lancaster Bible Institute, Lan- 
caster, Pa, 
May 27 to Jume 7.—First Baptist Church, 


Philipsburg, Pa. 

June 14-16.—York Bible Institute, York, Pa. 

June 25-30.—United Brethren Young People’s 
Conference, Mt. Gretna, Pa. 

July 5-12.—Bible Conference Grounds, Eliza- 
bethtown, Pa. 

July 14-19. — Struthers 
Struthers, Ohio. 


Aug. 2-9.—Lime Lake Conference, Lime Lake, 
N 


Bible Conference, 


Aug. 12-23—Ben Lippen Bible 


Conference, 
Asheville, N. C. 


Those wishing to communicate with Dr. 
Pace may write to him at P. O. Box 824, 
Orlando, Fila. 
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so I must wander, fom place 
cold, and the ho; uture are 
Gis sued the none 6 ¢ Lord to us.”’ 
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They Break Down Our Bodies 
--- But Not Our Hearts! 


These words of courage come to us from a Russian family who are enduring a suffering persecution 
which is horrible to behold. The father of this family is a minister who kept utterly and completely 

. carried only the teachings of Christ to his brethren. 
ted and we were exiled to Siberia, to a place where there are no 
believers. Being an poe I — obtain work. All means 
to place, begging. We're walking around in rags. 
breaking down our bodies — 


Dear Christian readers: Thousands of Christians in Russia in similar conditions are waiting upon 
God and His people to come to their assistance, Please pray for them, and as the Lord may lead 
you — take a part in relieving their misery. Send in your free-will offering to the 


RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION 
John Johnson, General Director > 
Room 506-8 
Oar literature is sent free upon request. 


He says in part: 


are closed to me, and 
Starvation, 


but not our hearis. he greater 


New York, N. ¥. 




















For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
: Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday‘School 
. issued by the International 
School Lesson Committee. 


March 30 to April 5 

Mon.—Luke 14: 12-24. The Gospel for All. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Yet there is 
room.” The Gospel is for all, as the death 
of Christ was for all. It is for boulevard 
as well as back alley sinners. Alike they 
must find salvation only in Christ. All 
should have equal opportunity to hear the 
word of salvation. Christ wants everybody 
to get the word of life. Pray for the Star 
of Hope Mission, Peter Stam, Supt., 34 
Broadway, Paterson, N. J. 


Tues.—Matthew 12: 9-14. The Worth of Man. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Minister to bodies 
and minds as you will, but do not forget 
the soul. Let not temporal things make 
you forget spiritual and eternal necessities. 
The question of man’s worth was answered 
by our Lord in words and deeds. He min- 
istered to men, and taught them, and then 
gave himself for them. View men as in- 
dividuals for whom Christ died. Pray for 
the World Dominion Movement, 113 Ful- 
ton Street, New York. 


Wed.—Isaiah 55: 1-7. The Universal Invitation. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every one that 
thirsteth, come”! God delights to save. 
Our chief ambition should be to save sin- 
ners. Every Lord’s Day service should 
witness thirsty souls coming to the waters. 
Every minister and worker ought to be a 
channel for rivers of living water. Mil- 
lions are perishing. They need to hear a 
friendly “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come 
ye to the waters”! Christ opened the life 
gate; but puts upon us the responsibility 
for calling thirsty souls. Pray for the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee, Box 
1080, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Acts 10 : 34-38. 
God No Respecter of Persons. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons.” Judging 
the worth of men is a common sin. James 
has a severe passage on this in his in- 
spired Epistle (2:1-13). Peter, a model 
in this respect, served small companies of 


Good News for 
_Staunch Fundamentalists ! 


matin beat the ltt and met ound 
Christian Books. ap Oe Se ee ee 
you should join the Clab 'N 


1. Membership is FREE. 
m loin during April, we will send ime. as a GIFT Clar- 
the Depths.’ 


lall’s great book ; called—“* 
"5. You will receive Magi * Pinebrook wok Bock Chak’ News ** 
every mon he is reviews of many books. 
. You do not hase to book each month, purchase 
equ and ee all the privileges of 


as few as four books 
5. Free books will be distributed to members several times, 
during the year. 

Send for descriptive literature and 

pene Card ho ge 
PINEBROOK BOOK 

of the Young People’s Church pra the Yair 

42 N. Eighth St. Dept. T Philadelphia, Pa. 








FREE. Our catalogue of music, etc.,sent free to Pastors, 
Superintendents, or Committees. 
NEW-—Easter Helper No. 22—1936 
More than 1oo recitations, drills, pantomimes, songs, 
etc. Material for all departments, 25 cents. 


For Examination — eants, etc. 
A CROSS OF LIFE AND PEA tks 
THE CHRIST OF THE CENTUR 
SEVEN ant Aig THE SAVIOUR 


Com cpseee every detail—25 ce 
BY THIS $ ag) i CON QUER (no music) os cents. 
FOUR PLAY R EASTER (no music) 25 cents. 


he Festa above sent for ae 
Mother’s Day Helper No. .— 25 ce 
All new; recitations, exercises, a pla Mg . a 
and songs-for Mother’s Bay. 


HALL-MACK CO., 124 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 
Samples on Application. 
ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 


NOTICE —The “Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator,” an Advanced Quar- 
terly of 192 in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 
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believers. Great will be his reward in the 
day of account. He well knew that “God 
is no respecter of persons.” The littleness 
of human greatness, and the greatness of 
human littleness are lessons all need to 
learn. Pray for the New York Bible So- 
ciety, 5 E, Forty-eighth Street, New York. 
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Fri—Luke 5: 27-32. Jesus, the Friend of All. 

Prayer Succestions: “I come ... to 
call . . . sinners to repentance.” “Till he 
come” let us continue calling sinners to 
the Saviour. We owe this to Christ and 
to those for whom he shed his blood. We 
have idled too long. Men who looked to 





FIELDS OF SERVICE 
1. Russian Border Work 





OUR NEED: 


The Peoples Missionary Society 
100 BLOOR EAST, TORONTO, CANADA 
Rev. Oswald J. Smith, General. Director 


BS Bian pct are hearing the Gospel for the first time 
and many hundreds have been definitely saved. Re- 
mittances are forwarded on the first day of each month. 


ge in your gift for the support of this great work and 
you will receive our magazine, The Peoples 
Monthly, which contains spiritual articles and up-to-date 
reports direct from the Fields. Sample free. 


$30,000 


ELDON B. LEHMAN, Treasurer. 
A YEAR 























You, Too, Can Share in the 


Joy of Resurrection! 





Miserable and lonely people, onal 


for one piece of cloth. Tabriz, P 


THE AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, inc. 
Room 1119-S, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 


happy to enclose$. . .. 


NAME... 








| able and lonely people on earth. 


=| care— life itself. 


| lonely village of 
| neglected lepers 


| worse. At the doorways of their huts 
“you have to stand a few minutes to 





** And there they live day in and day out with nothing to break the 
monotony of their existence but the trips we make three times a year to bring 
supplies. . . . A mission colony is desperately needed here.” 


“YE WHO ... WERE FAR OFF ARE MADE NIGH BY 
THE BLOOD. OF os statis 


At this joyous Easter season your | 
far-off sufferers to rise to New 


As my EASTER offering to the lepers, I am 


you CAN GIVE NEW LIFE 
AND HOPE to the most. miser- 


To have a part in this resurrection 
may mean sacrifice to you, but to the 
commended to our 


High in the icy mountains near 
Tabriz, eng? for instance, there is a 
nearly 100 miserable, 


Pitch Dark Huts 
Whites the missionary nurse : 
“I cannot imagine any one living 


see inside, it is so dark. Some of the 
sickest of them are lying over in cor- 
ners on the cold fioor. 


” ~=Ephesians 2:13 


a's enable these and other 
“by the blood of Christ.” 


(1 Food for one month - - $1.00 
( A warm blanket - - - 2,00 
(1) Medicine for a year - - 5.00 
(1) Complete care for a year - 40.00 


(1) Christian Teaching 











: (New Testament, 25 cents) | 
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us for bread have looked in vain, In the 
little time remaining let us be all for 
Christ, and seek to bring Christ to all. 
Pray for the Point Barrow (Alaska) Pres- 
byterian Mission. 


Sat.—John 4 : 7-14 
The Soul’s Thirst and Its Satisfaction. 
PRAYER Svuccestions: “Whosoever 
drinketh of the water that I shall give him 
shall never thirst.” Christ satisfies us 
from himself, Our blessings are all wrap- 
ped up in the Lord Jesus. Whoever re- 
ceives Christ and fellowships with him 
will be satisfied forever. He shall never 
thirst again. Christ satisfies our deepest 
longings. The Supplier is infinitely greater 
than our need. Pray for the Figueras 
Evangelistic Mission, Figueras (Geroma), 
Spain, N. E. 


Sun.—Revelation 7 : 9-12. 


The Joy of the Redeemed, — 


PRAYER Suacestions: “Everlasting joy 
shall be upon their head” (Isa. 51:11). 
The joy of the ransomed is in the Lord, 
and of the Lord. God is the source, and 
Christ Jesus the channel of true heavenly 
joy. _The “great multitude, which no. man 
could number” have robes made white in 
the blood of the Lamb. Red, through red, 
looks white. ‘Crimson sins become white 
through the crimson of Christ’s blood. 
Palms waved as Christ entered Jerusalem; 
but a greater demonstration will be seen 
when the ransomed of the Lord own their 
salvation and victory through the bleeding 
Lamb. Pray for the Russian Gospel As- 
sociation, 2109 Le Moyne Avenue, Chicago. 
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